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INTRODUCTION:

The Brief Amici Curiae of Professors submitted in PPL Montana, LLC, v. State of
Montana on behalf of historian David M. Emmons and others, and Professor Sara Dant’s
“Expert Opinion and Report on the Commercial Navigability of the Weber River at the
Time of Utah’s Statehood,” (2013), both state that the question of whether a river was
commercially navigable at statehood is a “quintessentially historical question,” one that
“could be answered only by historical analysis.”*

In October 2016, the Alexander Hood Law Office, for client, Roger Hill, retained
me to research and write an historical analysis of the commercial uses of the Arkansas
River in the proximity to where Texas Creek forms one of its tributaries, and to provide
my expert professional opinion on the question of whether the Arkansas River at that
location was commercially navigable at the time of Colorado’s statehood -- that is,
whether it was used, or was susceptible of being used, in its ordinary condition, as a
highway for commerce over which trade and travel were conducted in the customary
modes of trade and travel over water in 1876.

| was recommended to the plaintiff as a professional historian who had the
expertise to render an historically based opinion on whether or not the Arkansas River, in
the proximity of Texas, was commercially navigable at the time of Colorado statehood. |
have worked as a professionally trained historian for nearly 40 years. Currently, | am

University Distinguished Professor in the Department of History at Kansas State

1 PPL Montana LLC, v. State of Montana, U.S. Supreme Court, No. 10-218, Brief Amici
Curiae of Professors, September 7, 2011, p. 5 (available at:
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/publishing/previewbriefs/Other_Brief Upd
ates/10-218_petitioneramcu7historyprofs.authcheckdam.pdf.)
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University, Manhattan, Kansas. | received my BA-ED, with honors in history, from
Wichita State University in 1976, and my MA in history from Wichita State University in
1978. I received my Ph.D. in history from the University of Colorado, Boulder, in May
1987. My dissertation, “Discord in the ‘Valley of Content’: Strife over Natural Resources
in a Changing Environment on the Arkansas River Valley of the High Plains,” received
the Phi Alpha Theta/Westerners International/Phi Alpha Theta award for the Best
Dissertation in Western U.S. History in October 1987.

My professional historical consulting work includes the following: In the fall of
1978, 1 worked as the senior research assistant for Dr. William Unrau of Wichita State
University. The research involved ascertaining Tonkawa tribal rights to the Salt Fork of
the Arkansas River, and the Kaw’s rights to the Arkansas River in northern Oklahoma.
From the fall of 1987 through summer of 1988, | worked as a professional consultant for
Front Range Research and Associates, a historical firm specializing in Colorado water
right issues. From October 2015 through February 2016, the law firm of Anderson &
Berg, LLP hired me as an expert witness in water history as it related to the case, LeRoy
R. Elder, et al., vs Suburban Water, Inc.

My academic credentials are as follows: Beginning in the fall of 1988, | took an
assistant professor position at Southwest Texas State University (renamed Texas State
University in 2003) in San Marcos, Texas. My teaching responsibilities included
environmental history, American history, and student teacher supervision. In the fall of
1992, | began my professorship at Kansas State University in Manhattan, Kansas where |
have remained to the present. My teaching responsibilities have included American

history, environmental history, Kansas history, ethnohistory and the history of the
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American West. | was promoted to associate professor in 1994 and to full professor in
2007. 1 also serve as a faculty and board member in the Natural Resources and
Environmental Sciences Program. From 2012 to the present, | have served as the
managing editor of Kanas History: A Journal of the Central Plains, the historical journal
of record for the state. In the spring of 2018, the university conferred upon me the title
University Distinguished Professor, the highest honor that the university bestows upon a
faculty member. | have authored six books and over twenty refereed journal articles and
book chapters besides numerous other minor publications. A majority of my work has
focused historical water issues in the American West. (See: Appendix 3 for a complete
list of my refereed publications).

During the course of this engagement, | have collected and reviewed primary and
secondary sources regarding the commercial uses of the Arkansas River during the
relevant time period. My analysis of these historical sources, all of which are listed and
discussed in this report, leads me to conclude that in 1876, the Arkansas River was a
commercially navigable river that regularly transported primarily, but not exclusively,
railroad ties, and before 1876, served as a lane of commerce for the fur trade. This report
details my historical observations and conclusions, which form the foundation of my
expert opinion, as well as the basis for my opinions, and all of the sources upon which |

have relied in reaching my conclusions and opinions.

SUMMARY OF OPINIONS:

1. On March 1, 1813, on the upper reaches of the Arkansas River, Ezekiel Williams,

after caching his furs, launched a canoe into the river. As he floated downstream for four-
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hundred miles, well past where Texas Creek enters the Arkansas River, he trapped beaver
along the way. Details found in historic newspaper accounts.

2. In May 1814, at Boon’s Lick, Missouri, Ezekiel Williams employed twenty men
in an effort to retrieve his cached furs in the upper Arkansas River Valley. In July 1815,
in the upper reaches of the Arkansas River Valley, Williams and company, with furs in
hand, loaded several canoes and floated downstream well past where Texas Creek enters
the river. Details found in secondary and historic newspaper accounts.

3. Charles and Robert May contracted for 60,000 ties in the spring of 1870. They cut
the ties from a “mountain source,” and floated the ties down the Arkansas River,
following and guiding the ties in a “large skiff.” Details found in historic newspaper
accounts.

3. By 1872, the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe railroad companies contracted for
railroad ties cut near Fairplay, Colorado to be floated down the Arkansas River, across
the state line into Kansas, to Great Bend, where railroad construction crew were working.
Details of these log drives are found in primary and secondary sources.

4. During the 1870s, prior to and beyond Colorado statehood, railroad tie drives
regularly occurred on the Arkansas River originating near Fairplay, Colorado, to various
booms on the river located in Colorado at Canon City, Pueblo, Lamar, and in Kansas as
far away as Great Bend. These tie drives are well documented in newspaper and
secondary accounts.

5. The commercial uses of the Arkansas River near its junction with Texas Creek

continued beyond 1876 when Colorado achieved statehood thereby making a vital
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contribution to the economic development of Colorado and the West, particularly in the
railroad, cattle, agricultural and mining sectors.

6. Based on the historical record, it is my professional opinion that the Arkansas
River was commercially navigable at the time of Colorado’s statchood, and that it was
used, and was susceptible of being used, in its ordinary condition, as a highway for
commerce over which trade and travel were conducted in the customary modes of trade

and travel over water.

BASIS OF HISTORICAL CONCLUSIONS AND EXPERT OPINION:

A Note on Sources:

Writing about the past must go beyond opinion, faith, or “gut instinct” to convey
an accurate and unbiased re-creation of events and conditions. To do this, historians rely
on two kinds of evidence: primary and secondary sources. Primary sources are original
accounts such as letters, diaries, eyewitness reports, journals, maps, speeches, treaties,
newspapers, censuses, birth/death certificates, films, musical scores, oral interviews, etc.
created by people or groups directly involved in or witnessing historical events.
Secondary sources are items such as journal and magazine articles, monographs, etc. that
comment on and interpret the past, using primary sources as the basis for their analysis
and synthesis.

Primary sources offer the best insights into the contemporary time period being
discussed because they contain the words, ideas, and emotions of the participants in the
event. Primary sources serve as the evidence an historian uses in developing an

interpretation of the past and in building an argument to support that interpretation.
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Primary sources also provide a good sense of “local color” - idioms, language use, slang,
personal relationships, and the like. Because they are written by people of the day,
however, primary sources are vulnerable to bias, selective memory, faulty memory,
boosterism, and many other prejudices - people rarely tell stories about themselves that
make them out to be the villain. Thus, a professional historian must not only evaluate the
merits and validity of primary sources, he must also verify.

Secondary sources benefit from the advantage of 20/20 hindsight and can make
connections between historical events that highlight continuity, cause and effect, and
change over time. They offer a broader perspective of a particular event and can better
place an event within its historical context. Yet, despite all of their best efforts, the
historians cannot find every account written about a particular subject, nor can they
possibly include every perspective and detail, consequently, a secondary source also has
limitations. The other concern about secondary sources is the reliability of the author - is
he or she a credible scholar or has someone published their work without critical or peer
review? A professional historian must also analyze the credentials of an author, the press,
the footnotes, and the reviewers before relying on a secondary source.

In this report, | rely heavily on primary sources - the evidence and data that relate
directly to the upper reaches of the Arkansas River in Colorado, but I will also
incorporate secondary sources when they help give depth and context to a particular
historical event. Primary sources researched include archived manuscript collections,
maps and historical photographs, and regional newspaper articles and advertisements.
Secondary sources include biographies of contemporary participants, theses and

dissertations, official county histories, monographs on relevant topics such as Keith L.
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Bryant, Jr.’s History of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway, and Robert Athearn’s
The Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad, peer-reviewed history journal articles,
and Internet publications by historical societies and historians. The story of the early
uses of the Arkansas River that emerges from this report is both unique and typical, and it
demonstrates the vitality of this and other waterways in the West to the personal and
fiscal success of the people who used these rivers as highways of commerce and trade to
wrest a living in Colorado during the late 19" century.

The Arkansas River heads in the Sawatch Range of the Rocky Mountains, about
ten miles above the city of Leadville, Colorado. From its headwaters, the river winds
through the Arkansas River Headwaters Recreation area for about 100 miles to Canon
City, Colorado. The length of the river from its headwaters to the border with Kansas is
360 miles. From the headwaters to Great Bend, Kansas, the river flows for 875 miles.

About 75 miles downstream from the headwaters Texas Creek enters the Arkansas River.
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History:

Louisiana Purchase and the Fur Trade

Prior to 1803, besides numerous Indian nations, the Spanish and French
governments had various claims to the headwaters of the present-day Arkansas River. In
1803, when President Thomas Jefferson sealed an agreement with Emperor Napoleon for
the acquisition of the Louisiana Territory, from the 100" meridian west, the entire extent
of the northern half of the Arkansas River Valley became formally a part of the United
States. The Spanish crown lay claim to the middle of the river to the south. President
Jefferson was eager to assess the resources and geography of this newly acquired realm,

and set into motion a number of federally sponsored explorations. Of course, the most
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famous of these was the Lewis and Clark expedition (1804-1806) up the Missouri River,
across the Continental Divide, and on to the Columbia River Sound and the Pacific
Ocean. The president also commissioned Zebulon Pike to command an exploration
leading up to the headwaters of the Arkansas River.?

In July 1806, Lieutenant Zebulon Pike set out with twenty soldiers under his
command. His instructions included to map the southern portions of the Louisiana
Purchase, including locating the headwaters of the Arkansas and Red Rivers. Pike never
fulfilled his orders to map the Red River, but he did traverse the upper reaches of the
Arkansas River Valley, where he and men searched in futility for the headwaters of the
Red River. In February 1807, while wintering along the upper portions of the Rio Grande
River, detachments of the Spanish Army arrested Pike and his men, charging them with
being spies in the Spanish domain. Spanish authorities eventually released Pike, and his
journal found publication in 1810. His accounts stimulated interest in American
endeavors to open trade routes to Spanish controlled New Mexico.

At the time, even more important than attempts to open trade into New Mexico,
the beaver fur trade figured first and foremost among American commercial endeavors in
the newly acquired Louisiana Territory. Indisputably, Saint Louis commanded the center
of the American fur trade. Emboldened by the reports of Lewis and Clark when they
returned to St. Louis in 1806, Manuel Lisa, a fur trader and merchant in St. Louis,

organized a trading expedition to the upper reaches of the Missouri River in 1807. With

2 An excellent work on the Lewis and Clark expedition is James P. Ronda’s Jefferson’s West: A Journey
with Lewis and Clark (Thomas Jefferson Foundation, 2000); and a superb work on the Pike expedition is
Jared Orsi’s Citizen Explorer: The Life of Zebulon Pike (New York: Oxford University Press, 2014).
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some level of success, he partnered with prominent St. Louis businessmen, among them
William Clark and members of the Chouteau family, to form the Missouri Fur Company.

The company established a network of trading forts on the upper reaches of the
Missouri River in 1809 and 1810. These posts included Fort Lisa, where the Bighorn
River enters the Yellowstone, and in 1810, the company built a post in the vicinity of the
three forks rivers that formed the beginning of the Missouri River in present-day
Montana. Among those traders in the 1810 company was an Ezekiel Williams of Boon’s
Lick, Missouri.?

Williams, and all of the others, had a hard time of time trapping and hunting in the
region. The Blackfeet nation, with its strong trading ties to fur companies operating out of
British Canada, resented the incursion of the MFC into its realm. The Blackfeet mounted
a formidable assault on the MFC’s Montana operation, driving its personnel out of the
territory. At the time, Williams and others were hunting far to the south when word
arrived that all access to the MFC posts to the north had been cut off by the Blackfeet. By
October 1811, Williams and company found themselves in the upper reaches of the
Arkansas River Valley where, according to Williams, they hunted “unmolested.”

The outbreak of the War of 1812 created another flurry of Indian attacks on
American fur traders operating throughout the Rocky Mountains. Williams remembered
it as a time when “Indians commenced robbing and harassing our company in every

quarter.” The company gathered on near the headwaters of the Platte River, and there

3 For references on the plight of Ezekiel Williams see the following: Ezekiel Williams, “Communications,”
(St. Louis) Missouri Gazette and Public Advertiser, September 14, 1816; Braxton Cooper, N.T., Missouri
Gazette and Public Advertiser, September 14, 1816; Frederic E. Voelker, “Ezekiel Williams of Boon’s
Lick,” The Bulletin — Missouri Historical Society 8 (October 1951), 20-27; and LeRoy Hafen, “Coming of
the White Men—Exploration and Acquisition,” 299-300 in History of Colorado, 3 vols., edited by James
H. Baker and LeRoy R. Hafen (Denver: Linderman Co., Inc., 1927).
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they agreed to split into two parties, one group decided to cross the Rocky Mountains in
an attempt to head back to MFC posts to the north, and the other group, including
Williams, decided to head south toward the Arkansas River Valley. There the small
group split again, about half going farther south to seek refuge in Spanish villages, and
William’s group that decided to remain and trap beaver along the upper reaches of the
Arkansas River Valley. They spent a “wretched” winter in an Arapaho village, and in
early spring, Williams decided to leave the valley while his other two companions
decided to remain behind with the Arapahos.

By early spring of 1813, Williams had cached his furs, and built a canoe. On
March 1%, Williams launched his canoe into the river, leaving his two companions
behind. According to Williams, he floated down the river “about four hundred miles,
trapping fore [sic] beaver the most of the way.” This portion of his journey took him past
Texas Creek, and placed him well into present-day Kansas, where for the lack of water he
had to stop until the “June rise” filled the river at which time he resumed his float. He
managed to return home to Boon’s Lick, Missouri by the first of September, 1813.
During the rest of the fall, and over the winter, he planned a return trip to the upper
Arkansas River Valley to retrieve his valuable store of cached furs.

In the spring of 1814, Williams had organized a small company to proceed with
him to the Arkansas Valley. On May 16", Braxton Cooper, Morris May, and eighteen
“Frenchmen” known as Phillebert’s Company, set out with Williams. By early summer,
Williams and company had reached the Arapahos who were living in the upper Arkansas
River watershed. Williams could not find the two companions who he had left behind the

year before, and assumed that they had been killed. With Braxton, May and one or two
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men from the Phillebert Company, he collected his cached furs, built a few canoes to
transport the haul, and set off again down the river sometime in July. They may had
traveled a hundred or more miles into present-day Kansas before low river flows
compelled them to cache the furs again. Given that the June rise had already ebbed,
William’s small company returned to Missouri on foot. The following spring of 1815,
Williams returned to where he had cached his furs, and retrieved them. In short, with the
right type of canoe, the Arkansas River flows served as water highway for the
commercial transport of furs.

Despite William’s success in trapping and transporting beaver pelts along and in
the upper reaches of the Arkansas River, the beaver trade was slow to gather momentum
in the valley. Comanche, Arapaho, and Ute dominance in the region made work their
hazardous, and Spanish opposition to the presence of Americans anywhere near their
settlements in New Mexico often led to arrests. However, the Mexican Revolution in
1821 completely changed the situation as the new republican government opened the
door to American commerce along the Santa Fe Trail.

This commerce, given the difficulties of river transportation on the Arkansas
River roughly from present-day Las Animas, Colorado to Great Bend, Kansas, was
transported primarily in wagons drawn by draft animals along the Santa Fe Trail.
Moreover, commerce in the upper portions of the valley fell off as the fur trade shifted to
bison hides rather than beaver pelts. Even Ezekiel Williams had taken up leading
caravans as he captained 52 wagons and 105 men on a venture to Santa Fe, New Mexico

in 1827.4

4 Hiram Martin Chittenden, The American Fur Trade of the Far West, vol. 1, (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1986), 510.
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The War with Mexico, which ended in 1848, and the gold rush to California
beginning in the same, led to influx of Americans crossing many different routes on their
way to the West Coast gold fields. Some routes led through the Rocky Mountains, and
hardly had ten years passed when gold was discovered in the foothills above present-day
Denver, and soon thereafter in 1859, gold was discovered in the Pikes Peak region, and
later in California Gulch. Gold mining opened up a huge demand for lumber cut from the
forests all along the Front Range up to the Continental Divide. Lumber was needed for
shoring up mine tunnels, building houses and businesses, and for fuel. In 1859, down the
South Platte River occurred the first recorded log drive to supply construction in Denver.

Connecting to eastern markets became a necessity in order to make the mining
industry of the fledging state work. Railroad connections became the key in making those
connections a reality. Even with the passage of the transcontinental railroad act of 1862,
the Civil War precluded the building of railroads from the eastern settlements of Kansas
to the Front Range cities of Pueblo, Colorado Springs, and Denver. With the end of the
war, railroad building across the plains of Nebraska and Kansas began in earnest in 1866.
By 1867 the Union Pacific line had reached Wyoming, and had stimulated the railroad tie
industry in Colorado. The importance of the tie industry in Wyoming and Colorado is
best summarized by William Wroten, Jr.

As a result of railroad building, the cutting of crossties became an
important operation in Wyoming and Colorado, at time overshadowing other
lumbering operations; indeed, it often became the major industry.

Railroad transportation was the key which opened the vast empire of the

Trans-Mississippi West and its valuable resources to the people of the United
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States. And it was the relatively cheap and available crossties which, to a great

extent, permitted the numerous miles of track to be laid and maintained in

Colorado and Wyoming prior to 1900.°

By 1870 the forests in the Mosquito and Sawatch Ranges were being harvested
for railroad ties. In the Arkansas River Valley, contractors harvested these ties primarily,
though not exclusively, for two railroad companies. The first was the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe Railway, which was incorporated in Kansas in February 1859. The Civil War
stymied its construction, and not until after the conclusion of the war did serious
construction work on the line begin. In 1873, construction crews had pushed the line to
the border of Kansas and Colorado. Building through the Arkansas River Valley,
construction crews had reached the town of Pueblo in March 1876.°

The second line building up the Arkansas River Valley was the Denver and Rio
Grande Western Railroad. Construction began in Denver and reached Pueblo, Colorado
by June 1872. Afterward, crews built west up the Arkansas Valley just short of reaching
Canon City to tap the coal mining operations near Florence. In 1876 and 1877, a silver
mining boom near and around Leadville triggered additional interest in the two
companies to build up the valley through the Royal Gorge. However, the canyon bottom
only allowed room for one line of tracks, and for two years the companies staged a legal

and armed standoff to see which railroad line would occupy the route. The leadership of

® William Harvey Wroten, Jr., “The Railroad Tie Industry in the Central Rocky Mountain Region: 1867-
1900,” (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Colorado, Boulder, 1956), p. 3 of abstract.

& The best general histories of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway and the Denver and Rio Grande
Western Railroad are Keith L. Bryant, Jr.’s History of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1974); and Robert Athearn’s, The Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1977). Additional details on the building of these lines is found in
Wilbur Fisk Stone’s History of Colorado, vol. 1 (Chicago: The S.J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1918),
346-382; and Frank Hall’s History of the State of Colorado, vol. 1l (Chicago: The Blakely Printing
Company, 1890), 363-405.
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both companies reached a compromised agreement that allowed the DRG to build
through the canon, and for the AF&SF to lease the line for its own use. The railroad
building of these two companies, and smaller lines as well, stimulated an immense tie
cutting operations that used the river to transport ties from the early 1870s to the 1880.

The Railroad Tie Industry in the Arkansas River Valley

The earliest recorded tie drive from the headwaters through and past the Royal
Gorge occurred in 1870. Charles May and his brother Robert contracted to transport
60,000 ties down the Arkansas River. They took the ties from “a mountain source,” and
followed the float in a “large skiff” loaded with six days of provisions.” Skiffs, also
known as “bateaus,” were shallow draft, flat-bottomed boats often used in the fur trade,
commonly used to accompany tie floats. They were anywhere from 24 to 50 long, 5to 8
feet wide, with flat bottoms with planked sides tapering to sharp ends at both front and
stern.®

These boats were similar in construction to Whitehall boats used by John Wesley
Powell’s expeditions down the Colorado River through the Grand Canyon in 1869, and
again in 1872. An article in the Chicago Tribune described Powell’s boats as each 22 feet
long, 4 feet wide, 22 inches deep, with water-tight compartments in stem, stern, and
amidships.” Boats like the Whitehalls used by Powell, or the bateaus (skiffs) used by the

May brothers, could navigate the Arkansas River anywhere from Salida to Pueblo.®

7 “A Terrible Situation,” Saguache (Colorado) Chronicle, July 26, 1879.

8 The terms skiffs and bateaus, also spelled bateaux, were interchangeable during this time. See: Worten,
“The Railroad Tie Industry,” 278. Also, “Bateau,” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bateau (accessed May 31,
2018).

9 «“Powell’s Whitehall boats,” http://fretwaterlines.blogspot.com/2012/04/powells-whitehall-boats.html
(accessed April 2, 2018); “Whitehall rowboat,” https://en.wiki.org/wiki/Whitehall_rowboat (accessed April
2, 2018); “The Powell Exploring Expedition,” Chicago Tribune, May 8, 1869; “The Powell Expedition,”
Chicago Tribune, May 29, 1869; and “Powell Expedition,” Chicago Tribune, July 1, 1871
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Tie floating down the Arkansas River began in earnest in 1872 with the building
of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe railroad through the Arkansas River Valley across
the Great Plains of western Kansas. By June of 1872, numerous articles in Colorado and
Kansas newspapers reported on the progression of the tie floats during that summer. By
July, over 200 men had been employed to cut ties in “the neighborhood of California
Gulch.” J. S. Duncan, and his brother-in-law J. P. Green, had contracted with the AT&SF
for 200,000 ties with the goal of floating them well over 600 miles to a catchment
constructed on the river just below the town of Great Bend, Kansas. The plan was to float
20,000 ties at a time “and have a body of men follow in boats and otherwise, to prevent
them from lodging.”*°

Tie contracts like this were commonplace both in Colorado and Wyoming as
transcontinental railroads were constructed across the Great Plains and through the
mountains. Depending upon the route and design, a mile of railroad could require
anywhere from 2,400 to 3,000 ties to bear the rails and rolling stock. Supplying railroad
companies with ties required enormous work crews with access to public domain forests
with stands of pine and spruce trees. This led to reports boasting that the “Arkansas river
will become the outlet for the enormous wealth of timber growing on the mountains.” By
September, the success of the drive settled any qualms about using the Arkansas River to
transport ties. The first “drive” of 25,000 ties floated past Pueblo on September 8, 1872,

and another 50,000 followed in its wake with ties reportedly lining the banks of the river.

10 (Pueblo) Colorado Weekly Chieftain, June 20, 1872; (Pueblo) Colorado Daily Chieftain, July 10, 1872;
Hutchinson (Kansas) News, July 18, 1872; and “A Question Settled,” (Pueblo) Colorado Daily Chieftain,
September 24, 1872.

Page 18 of 88



The successful tie drives of 1872 led to a resumption of tie drives in 1873. The
Denver & Rio Grande railroad had reached Pueblo in 1872, and the AT&SF continued
building across the plains heading toward the Colorado-Kansas state line with the goal of
reaching Trinidad to tap the coal loads and cattle herds, with another line intended for
Pueblo. The Kansas Pacific also was building a line heading to Las Animas. By August,
tie floats were a daily occurrence at Pueblo, Colorado. The firm Tabor and Bartels
Brothers had the contract to supply the Kansas Pacific at Fort Lyon. They harvested their
ties from the California Gulch forests, and by August had around 80,000 ties floating
downstream. As usual, ties often became lodged along stream banks or against bridge
piers, and were subject to occasional pilfering. The Bartles brothers placed an warning in
newspapers warning people “not to remove any ties from the Arkansas River.” By the
end of August, the last tie float had reached Las Animas as KP construction crews neared
the town.*

The Panic of 1873 stalled AT&SF construction at the Kansas-Colorado border.
But in 1874, the D&RG resumed building from Pueblo to Canon City, and numerous tie
drives were mounted to supply it. The reporters for the Colorado Daily Chieftain noted
large tie drives reaching the city in late August. The Pueblo and Salt Lake Railway
Company, incorporated in 1873, started making plans for building in the valley. In the
fall of 1874, the company let a contract with a Mr. Welch, who was obligated for

harvesting ties out of the mountains, and bridging nearly 80 miles of roadbed between

1 (Pueblo) Colorado Daily Chieftain, August 1, 1873; (Pueblo) Colorado Daily Chieftain, August 13,
1873; (Pueblo) Colorado Daily Chieftain, Auguts 17, 1873; and (Pueblo) Colorado Daily Chieftain,
November 11, 1874.
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Pueblo and Las Animas. In addition, Welch had two saw mills in operation to cut the
bridge timber besides the tie cutting crews in the mountains.

During the 1875 drive season, crews floated ties down the river for the Pueblo and
Arkansas Valley Railroad Company (the PAV had absorbed the PSLR in January 1875,
and was a shadow company for the AT&SF company) as it took up railroad building
from Granada toward Las Animas, which the company reached in September 1875. On
March 7, 1876, the PAV reached Pueblo, Colorado. At the same time that the PAV
pushed westward from Las Animas, the KP had intentions to do the same. However,
despite having construction contracts that included having ties floated out of the
mountains in the Arkansas River Valley, the KP failed to acquire a successful bond vote
from the citizens of Pueblo, and without adequate capital, forewent any further attempts
at building up the Arkansas Valley from Las Animas. Most of the ties floated down the
river in 1875 went to the PAV as it built toward Pueblo. In July, an article in the
Colorado Daily Chieftain announced a float of 100,000 ties coming down the river in
July bound for the crews of the PVA. On September 9, the tie drive to Las Animas was
well underway.*?

The long looked for drive of ties for the construction of that portion of the

Pueblo and Arkansas Valley railroad lying between this city and West las Animas

has a length arrived, and since midnight on Tuesday the river has been full of

floating ties. The Pueblo and Arkansas Valley railroad is composed of a

consolidation of the Colorado and New Mexico with the Pueblo and Salt Lake,

and extends from the Kansas line, at Sargent station to the city of Pueblo. The

12 (Pueblo) Colorado Daily Chieftain May 20, 1875; July 14, 1875; July 22, 1875; July 29, 1875; August
13, 1875; September 2, 1875; and September 5, 1875.
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road is now constructed as far as West Las Animas, and as soon as the first

installment of these floating ties reaches that point work will be commenced in

this direction. The grade is already finished, the piles for the bridges all driven

and a large portion of the bridge timber already on the ground.*3
Heavy rains that led to high river flows also helped with the tie floats or as reported,
making the ties “travel at a lively rate.” Once the flooding had ebbed in the river, some
200,000 ties were strewn “over the wide bottoms and piled up in drifts along the shore”
of the Arkansas River from Pueblo below. Still, the work of sending ties down the river
from the upper portions of the valley continued with another drive of 100,000 ties
floating down the river by the end of September. By the end of February, 1876, the
construction crews for the PAV had reached Pueblo, and on the 27, the first engine and
train arrived in the city.

C.C. Welsh continued harvesting and floating ties down the upper portions of the
Arkansas River throughout the 1876 season. By one account, he was going to prepare a
float of 200,000 ties besides collecting, refloating ties that the flood waters of September
1875 had left scattered along the river banks throughout the valley below Pueblo. Even
though some tie floats continued from the upper portions of the Arkansas River Valley
past Canon City in 1877, the contest that lasted between 1877 and 1880 between the
construction crews of the AT&SF and the DRG companies for control of the route

through the Royal Gorge had a dampening effect on tie harvesting.

13 “The Big Tie Drive: Its Arrival at Pueblo,” (Pueblo) Colorado Daily Chieftain, September 9, 1875.

14 “High Water: Serious Damage to Bridges,” (Pueblo) Colorado Daily Chieftain, September 14, 1875;
(Pueblo) Colorado Daily Chieftain, September 18, 1875; “The Flood in the Arkansas,” (Pueblo) Colorado
Daily Chieftain, September 28, 1875; “Three Cheers and a Tiger for the A.T.&S.F. Railroad,” (Pueblo)
Colorado Daily Chieftain, February 27, 1876; (Pueblo) Colorado Daily Chieftain, July 27, 1876; and May
24,1877.
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Conclusion:

By, or at the time of Colorado statehood in 1876, significant commercial uses of
the Arkansas River had occurred in the proximity to where Texas Creek forms one of its
tributaries. These uses demonstrate that the river was commercially navigable at the time
of Colorado’s statehood -- that is, it was used, and was susceptible of being used, in its
ordinary condition, as a highway for commerce over which trade and travel were
conducted in the customary modes of trade and travel over water in 1876.

In 1813 and again in 1814, Ezekiel Williams used the upper portions of the river to
transport commercially valuable beaver pelts. In March 1813, he launched his canoe into
the river, and floated downstream for four-hundred miles, well past where Texas Creek
enters the Arkansas River, and trapped beaver along the way.

In May 1814, at Boon’s Lick, Missouri, Ezekiel Williams employed twenty men in an
effort to retrieve his cached pelts in the upper Arkansas River Valley. In July 1815, in the
upper reaches of the Arkansas River Valley, Williams and company, with furs in hand,
loaded several canoes and floated downstream well past where Texas Creek enters the
river.

After the Civil War, railroad construction stimulated the tie harvesting and float
operations from the headwaters of the Arkansas River to Great Bend, Kansas. An early
example is Charles and Robert May’s contract for 60,000 ties. They cut the ties from a
“mountain source,” and floated the ties down the Arkansas River, following and guiding

the ties in a “large skiff.”
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By 1872, the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe railroad companies contracted for
hundreds of thousands of railroad ties cut near Fairplay, Colorado to be floated down the
Arkansas River, across the state line into Kansas, to Great Bend, where railroad
construction crew were working. During the 1870s, railroad tie drives regularly occurred
on the Arkansas River originating near Fairplay, Colorado, and led to various booms on
the river located in Colorado at Canon City, Pueblo, Lamar, and into Kansas as far away
as Great Bend.

The commercial uses of the Arkansas River near its junction with Texas Creek
continued beyond 1876 when Colorado achieved statehood thereby making a vital
contribution to the economic development of Colorado and the West, particularly in the
railroad, cattle, agricultural and mining sectors.

Based on the historical record, it is my professional opinion that the Arkansas River
in the proximity of Texas Creek was commercially navigable at the time of Colorado’s
statehood, and that it was used, and was susceptible of being used, in its ordinary
condition, as a highway for commerce over which trade and travel were conducted in the

customary modes of trade and travel over water.
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“N.B. ties floated all the way to Great
Bend, Kansas”

“Men followed ties in boats”

See newspaper comments for 1872
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A Torrvibie Situation.

Tur Denver (Col.) Tribune tells the

following story of the Grand Canyon:
Charles lﬁ

the spring of 1870, offered to pass 60,
1000 railvoad ties down the Arkunsas
{irom the mountain source.

ay and his brother Robert, in

He says:
“Qur offer was accepted, when we

| started into the upper entrance of the
| canyon with n
| with six days’ provisions and two hun-
| dred feet of rope, with whica, by taking
{aturn round some firmly-planted ob-
ject, we could lower our boat a hun-
dred icet at & time.

nrge skifl, provided

In this way, at

Newspaper clippings related to tie floating on the Arkansas River prior to 1872

s About ten o'clock in the morning 1
ghook hands with my brother, lowered
him in the boat safely to the footof the

fall, gave him the rope, and saw him no ||
| more.
1 hat and boots and stripping the socks

Then, throwing aside my coal,

from my feet, I commeneed my elimbing
way, often reaching the height of oneor
two hundred feet, only to be compelled
to return and try somo other way. At
length, about four o'cleck in
the afternoon, I renched o height
upon the smooth canyon wall of about
a thousand feec ere my further
progress was arrested by a shelving

| ledge of rock that jutted out from the
| canyon side a foot or more. To ad-

| ward the root so s to bring it within
| my

| face as she leancd out over the ledge,

s At that moment 1 looked downward
to measure the distance I would have
to fall when the strength of my arms

ave out. A stinging sensation crept
through my hair as my eye caught the
strong root of & cedar bush that pro-
jected out over the ledge, a little be-
yond my reach. My pgrasp u{mn the
rim of the ledge was fast yielding to
the weight of my person. Then 1 de-
termiped to make my best effort to
raise my body and throw it sideways to-

rasp. At the moment of com-
mencing the effort I saw my mother's

reached down her hand and caught me
by the hair. Stranger, my mother died
while yet a young woman, when 1 and’

| the end of three days, having set adrift |
| many hundred ties, we reached the en- |
trance to the Royal Gorge. Here we |

vance was without hope; to return, -
certain death, Reaching pward and
| outward, I grasped the rim of the

my brother were small boys, but 1 re-
member her face. I was successful in
making the side leap of my arms, when

|
| discovered that an attempt to descend § i ledge with one hand and then with the 11 drew myself up on the ledge and rust-
the fivst waterfall with two in the boat} ||| other, my feet slipped from the smooth : ed for & time. From here upward my
| was certain destruction, and to return | || side of the canyon, and my body hung )| climbing way was laborious, but less
was impossible. Accordingly, I deter-§ suspended in the air a thousand fect | | dangerous. reached the top of the

|

canyon just as the sun was sinkin

down behind the snowy range, an

hastened to our camp at the mouth of
the canyon, where Ifound my brother
all safe. *Charley,’ said he, *have youn
had your head in a flour sa¢k?' It was
then I discovered that my hair was as
white as you see it now.”

above the roaring waters of the Arkan-
aas.

mined to lower my brother down the fall
in a boat, & distance of two hundred feet, §
give him the rope and let him take the }
'| ehance of the canyon (life secemed more | i
|| certain in that dircetion), while 1} b
1 would risk my physical ability to climb
Athe canyon wall, which was about !
i two thousand feet high.

N R~

—

“A Terrible Situation,” Saguache (Colorado) Chronicle, July 26, 1879.
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Newspaper clippings related to tie floating on the Arkansas River for 1872

R —
. <Proparitions ate now In progross to] —Te@e—— . .
eleur the Arkansas river of all obstrue- The information reaches us, in au-
thone, 80 thint lies may ba:floated down thentic form; that two  ‘hundred” men |
for Sho, Buie Mo irlified; . Ml L, ‘ale now mtha monntaing; on'the head-
SHA o e him ork I nh““' and s waters- of - the Arkamsas, engaged in
oty Denvecto hire:the: nwosmty getting ; tiés ‘for the Atchison, Tnpeka
T Y T l ang Santa Fe. rpilroad. Thege ties are
| » | to: ba “-dnven" down the river: ‘before
Preparing rl(\S//(aZrOt/ch?ozat ties down ]nw watar Enguegj and wl]] bg bgnmed i
Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo at varinus pulnta cnuttguous tn thu pm
pnsed ‘Iipe of that, road. . 'And ;this re-
'minds us uf the impn;tancn of aakmg
tbe,managem of the Denver: and Rio.
- Gjangle road;if they. proposé to let. the |
AHT and S‘F ‘road take the wind out
of lhcn‘ SEHIB --De:war ﬁmea ) + ]

200 men in headwaters of Arkansas getting ties to float down
7/10/1872
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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Kansas) - Thu, Jul 18, 1872 - Page 3
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From up the River.----We had a long conversation with Mr. J.S.
Duncan, who with his brother has just finished a boom across the
Arkansas river, between Zarah and Great Bend, against which to
lodge ties floated from the mountains for the A.T.&S.F.R.R. Mr. D.
says they will have no trouble in catching the ties. The boom is 805
feet long, 350 feet of which is very solid, made of heavy pieces of
timber, bolted together with iron bolts, and swung angling across the
stream, with large guys extending to the shore. Messrs. Duncan are
brothers in law of Mr. Green, who has a con- tract with the
A.T.&S.F.R.R., for getting out 200,000 ties. Mr. Green cut the ties in
the Rocky Mountains, near Fairplay post office, and proposes
floating them six hundred miles down the Arkansas River, to the
above mentioned boom. We presume the floating operation has
already com- menced. It is proposed to throw around twenty
thousand ties in at a time and have a body of men follow in boats and
otherwise, to prevent them lodging. Mr. Green is sanguine of
success, we [unreadable], and

if the experiment succeeds it will throw a new impetus into the
timber question of this valley. There is a vast amount of timber in
the moun- tains, and if cross ties can be floated down other timber
can. Mr. Duncan says that if the experiment succeeds a company
will be immediately formed for getting down a general assignment
of timber. He promised to let us hear from the enterprise frequently.


http://www.newspapers.com/image/33480895
http://www.newspapers.com/image/33480895

First part of 100,000 ties
9/19/1872

Canon City Times
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o i
A QUESTION SETTLED.—AS our read-
ers are well aware, the Atchison, Tope-
ka and Santa Fe railroad company,
have had a large force of men engaged
in the vicinity of California Gulch, the
past few months getting out ties for
their road, with the intention of float-
ing them down the Arkansas river to
Fort Zarah, or wherever necded. Ow-
ing to the deep canons of the Arkapras
river, in the mountains and the sihuosi
tiesof the channel, the experiment of
floating down the ties was regarded as
peculiarly hazardous by all railroad
men, and was entered upon with many
misgivings. The work was entrusted
to the charge of Mr. C. M. Scriliner, an
experienced contractor, whose featin|{
floating 84,000 ties down the treacher.
ous Cache la Poudre, for the Kansas
Pacific road, is still remembered with

feelings of admiration. -Mr. Scricner
took hold of the contract with

| his usual energy, and about the

first of August last, the first
drive consisting of 25,000 Lies was dump- |
ed into the river. This was followedin |
a short time after by another inatell
ment of 50,000 ties, The first drivef
floated past Pueblo last evening in
charge of the contractor, J4¥. Green
and a well organized force of men. The
tics travel from eight to ten miles a day
and taus far no difficulty worth speak-
ing of has been encountered. The drive,
of course, is purely experimental, but
there is no doubt in regard to the feasi.

bility of the undertaking.  Hereaftcr
all the ties required for bulldlng rail-,
roads up the valley will be sent down
in this manner,

rrr—r—— ) A ———

“Question Settled” as to the feasibility of floating ties down Arkansas

9/24/1872

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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- Both banks nf the river are lined
_With Atchlsnn and’ Tnpeka ties,

Both banks of river lined with AT&SF ties (upstream, ready to
float?)

9/26/1872
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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Tie drive after tie drive and narrow gauge ties
9/26/1872

Canon City Times
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Fm;:t”il’)’UOOf & T_uca are now’ o')
the Wy down the river and o —
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About 75,000 ties on way down
9/26/1872

Canon City Times

i(’ |

-—-_._..‘..—




Newspaper clippings related to tie floating on the Arkansas River for 1873

i -

For the past couple of days, thou.
sands of ties for the Arkansas Valley
vailroad have been floating down the
river past our city. There are several
drives of these ties following each other
in close sucecession, and - belonging to
d ﬁutdhtcnntmemrs-—tha firat, of ten
thousand, being those of Bartels &
Tabor, |

e el AT Al —

“Thousands of ties floating down river past city” (Pueblo)
8/1/1873

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

if not- “eélegant,”

A “ Tie Puticier™: Is the expressive
‘title “bestowed upon
those ‘amphibious’ individuils  whose’
occupation is the driving of railroad.
tiesdown the river, Bince the ties far
the Arkangas Vu!ley railway have been
coming down, thousands of them
lodged and formed a jum at each of the
biidges spanning the river, and thes

“lie pungheru .might there be Eeeﬂ%
for hours yesterday, loosening the
jams and sterling the ties on. To do
this, they are compelled to work stand-
ing in the water, trom waiste deep up
to their armpits, almost all of every
day—for }ams occur often--and all for
$2.50 per dav and board. Ob. isn't it

Tie Punchers described
8/2/1873
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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From Pueblo Chieltain 1st.

For the past couple of days, thcju-
sands of ties for the Arkansas Val-
ley railroad have been floating down
the river past ourycity. There are
several drives of these ties follow-
ing each other in close suecession,
and belonging to different contrac-
tors—the first, of ten thousand, being

those of Bartels & Tabor.

(From Chieftain) Thousands of ties floating past, first 10k Bartels
& Tabor

8/9/1873
Las Animas Leader
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A drive of fifty \liousand ties have

floated by our town, in the past lew |

days, bound for Fort Lyon, whete t'hiag};.
are to bedelivered to the Kansas Pa
cifle rajlzopd * company, 1o be used in,
building the"Arkansas valley railroad:
to Pueblo. One driva of thirty thous-
and is some fifty miles below here, and
areexpected to:reach Lyon by the 20tb |
of this'month, © The'two lots that are
below here were cut last season in the.
vicinity of California gulch, on a con-
tract with the Atchison, Topeka &
| Bunta Fecompany, but owing to,a fail-
| ure nn'tha part of f@u:gle whn",w'e{:e in-
terested'In‘ the matter,'to come to time,
they fell into the hands of someof the
principal creditors, who are now push-
ing the enterprise through in order to
save themselves [rom serious pecu-
niary losses. As they find & ready
market at the handsof- the K, ‘P, com-

pany, it is presumed they will suffer
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very little loss. Fifty or sixty thous.
and ore are being hauled from the
mountains to the river a short distance
above here, which are to be driven
down as soon a8 those now on the way
reach their destination, Messrs, Tabor

& Bartels Bros, are at Lthe head of the

enterprise, and they have about filty
men in their employ,

“Drive of 50k,” “30k ties 50 mi below here” Tabor involved
8/13/1873

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo




70k ties, 100 teams needed 8/16/1873
Las Animas Leader

:._-..t e

We hereby wazn every persofi not to
e remove any tics {rom the Arkapsas
river. Avny information given or sent
to us of ties having lodged at any place
will be thankiully received.

401dGt BARTELS BRros.
Bartels Bros. to public: “Do not remove ties
from river.”
8/17/1873

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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Tervitorial Railwvays.

ALKANSAS VALLEY BRANOI.

(From tho Pueblo Chisftain of August 13.]

A drlve of 50,000 tics have floated’' by in
the past few dnys, bound for Fort Lyon, where
they are to be used in buildlog the Arksnsns
Valley Railroad to Pueblo. Ouno drive of 80,-
000 is gome fifty iniles below hero, and are ex-
| peoted to rench Lyon by the 20th of thia
s mouth, Ffty or sixty thousand more gre be-
ing hauled from the wountains to the river a
short distance above here, whioch are to be
driven down as soon ssthore now on the way
reach their destination,

50k ties have floated by in last few days
8/24/1873

Denver Mirror




e —— .

COLORADO RAILWAYS.

ARKANIA3 VALLEY BRANCH,

‘The K. I'. i3 laying iron st the rate af one
inile and a half per day, south from Carson,
[From the Tas Animas Leader.}

The first “*drive' of 1,500 ties haa arrived
and they are being 1aBen our a short dia:
tance above town. The engineers have ar-
nved and are siaking off work on the last
seven miles of prade, My, Hedge has com-

menced grading, and still advertises for more
men.

First drive of 1500 ties has arrived 8/31/1873
Denver Mirror
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both got away. The same correspon-
dent says that the Arkansss Valley
railroad is within ten miles of Las

' Animas, Mesgrs, Tabor & Co ,arrived

vesterday with their lust lot of ties und
they are being rapidly forwarded to the
end of the track. About forty tie
drivers have been paid off and jj_e:y are

making it Lively in the town,
— P - 0

Tabor arrived with last lot of ties, 40 tie drivers paid off 9/16/1873

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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A poniliman at Las Aunimas setitle
ug the particuiars of the vscape of o
number of jail birds fram that place on
election dav, In the afternoon. They
| broke for the river closely followed by
the officers of the law, and succeeded in
cpogsing, notwithstanding slhots were
fiying around them as thick as hail.
Aftcr they had crossed the river one ol
themm ¢ igcovered a valuable jhorse te-
"longing Lo Bartel Bros., hich he
mounted and was off with the apeed of
the wind. Pursuit was given, but they
both got away. The same correspon-
dent asys (Lot the Arkansne Valley
railroad is within ten milvs of Las
Animas, Mcesrs, Tubor & Co , arrived
vesterday with their last lot of ties and
they are being rapidly forwarded tothe
cend of the track. About forty tie
drivers bave Leen pnid off and they are
making it L.vely in the town.

S

Tabor paying off 40 tie drivers

9/18/1873
Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo
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Newspaper clippings related to tie floating on the Arkansas River for 1874

—_— -

Tz IIVER~—On Saturday many
persens  visited the river to view the
raging Arkansag while in ils glory.
Notwithstanding the fact that the dams
have been partiaily washed out, a large
body of water is ruﬂhmg at a tremeo-
dous rate through the new channcls
and rapidly Increasing the’r width.
Had it not been for these cuitings the
whole river bottom on the south side
would mow have been under water.
Considerable gquantities of drift wood
are coming down and a favorite amuse-
ment seems to be fshing for stray logs
and railromd tics.. The water is still
rising.

—_— el .

River high; people fishing for ties along banks
6/4/1874
Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo
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A large drwe of railroad ties is on its

'way down the river from the moun-

tains. They are expected to pass this
city to-day.

Large drive of railroad ties on way down river
8/26/1874

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

I

Alarae drive of rallrond ties is on ite
way down the river from lhe mouua-
lains.  They are expected to PEI.‘-:: this
city to-day,

-
-

The ties which are on thelr way
down the river reached bridge No. 2,
on the Denver and Rio Grande railway,
about seventeen miles above this city,
yf.sterday morning, end the “tie pun-
chers” were at work steering them
through. They are looked for here
on Thursday or Friday.

-

Large drive on way down
8/27/1874

Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo




TthLmi of the rmII diteh zerved as
sirap to cateh the railroad 1ics which
bave heen seen poing down the river

for several duys, A number were
cangzht.

——rniia g B e—

The "t:-:- punchera” had a lively time
on Friday, breaking the jnms that oe-
curred at the vurious byidges across the
river. Al the upper bridoe the ties
were lodgod in vast numbers and it re-
quired n conslderable amount of linrd
work Lo again start them on their
Journey down stream.

= el R w e

Tie punchers breaking jams at bridges
9/3/1874

Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo
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The Miner :ays Mr. Welch, of Gol-
den, who accompanied the railroad of-
ficials to Georgetown, Monday, informs
us that he bhas the eontract for putting
on the ties and Dbridging some eighty
miles of the railroad between PPuebio
and Las Animas. The road bed will he
graded this winter, ready for the tiesas §
carly in the spring as hecan havethem
ralted down the Arkansas river, Iie has
already two saw mills engaged in get-
ting out bridge timber, and will soon |
have an army of men cutting tics inthe
woods bordering the Arkansas,

Welch has two sawmills in place to handle bridge timbers
10/7/1874

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

Somebody is running a lot of rail-
road tics down the Arkansas.
- ,___._'_,__._. O o.—-

“Somebody running a lot of railroad ties down Arkansas”

11/5/1874
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo




Newspaper clippings related to tie floating on the Arkansas River for 1875

Shortly after the consolidation
of the Kansas Pacific with the
Union Pacifie, it began to be rumor-
ed abont here that work was to be
begun on _1.'1'1& extension of the
branch road from this point. Ru-
mor_in this casc was but the shadow
of the reality which is now visible
to our eyes. © Last'Saturday, a little
in advance of the visit of the officers
and directors. to this place, came a
rpecial ‘train bearing the grading
force—men, teams, and scrapers—of
Mesars. Hatchins & Hedge, of Den-
ver. The party. went into camp a
short distance west of town, ¢com-
menced work Sunday morning, and
are now pushing®”forward the grade
westward along side the Pucblo &
Salt Liake road at the rate of one
mile per:day. Ties are also being
hauled from the river bank and dis-
tnbumd alon.:g; théline of the new
road.
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| NOTICE.

E HEREBY NOTIFY ALIL PERSONS not to
take up any RAILROAD TIIZ3 at present

or hereafter fionting or barred in the Arkansas |
River or on its banks, without our eonsent. |

BARTELS BROZ,
Mareh 19th, 1875w

'-1”- down the river.

Ties being hauled from river bank
5/14/1875

Las Animas Leader

| '1‘]1{3110;'_13_:.'“!.:!1.:& 1?;1_11111111 and Salt L"..*tktn_
Lauke road witl soon start on thmr vmr-

LH
. . il ra S

- - - L]

Ties for P&SL will soon start their float 5/14/1875
Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo



meit plaea with all possible speed. The
tics for the line of road between Gren-
ada and West Las Animas, are all on

the ground, and thoese for ‘the Pucblo |

and Salt Lnlm are cut and piled up on
{ the banks'of (he river, and some are

ulmmly in_the almnm on their way
ﬂuwn. -

Ties for P&SL are cut and piled, some on way down

5/20/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

A gentleman from the Upbnr Arkan-
sas announces that a drive of one hun-
dred thousand ties for the Pueblo and
Salt Lake railroad is on its way down
theriver, and will reach Cottonwood
to-day. The remainder of the tics
have been detained sumewhut'ﬁy low
water in the creeks flowing into the
river, but will be worked into the

stream ag quickly as possible.
=

100k ties in river on way down. Reach Cottonwood today
5/20/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

: . - -

Mr. C. (", Welsh has started his flo-
tilla of ties down the Arkanasas, and
their arrival here may be looked fglg nt
any ﬁme.

—_—— e P e ——— . ————

Flotilla of ties started down Arkansas
6/1/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

Mr, €. C. Welsh has started his flo-
illa of ties down the Arkansas, and
iheir arrival here may be looked for at ||
any time,

- =
Mr. C.C. Welch started ties down 6/3/1875
Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo

« B Lf n T i
N R Y ] I...-.ﬁ'l‘_r T w

The ties fnr the Eueb]n and ?EEH Lﬁ.ke;' |
Uroad: aie. \passibg - CafiontCitydaily in;]
the river.:n awvizan ‘+

*Iri.
_|

il

Ties for P&SL passing Canon City daily
7/10/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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Messrs. Rice, ’l‘hﬂtcher and Ba\tu
went up the river on Saturday mor 11-
ing to hurry up the tics for the Pueh]n
and ‘Atkansas anley rmlrmd LR

Rice, Thatcher & Baxter upriver to hurry ties,
7/11/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

A gentleman from the Upbnr Arkan-
sas anpounces that a drive of one hun-
dred thousand ties for the Pueblo and
Sait Lake railroad is on its way down
theriver, and will reach Cottonwood
to-day. The remainder of the tics
have been detained sqmewl;ut'ﬁy low
water in the creeks flowing into the
river, but will he worked into the
stream as quickly as possible,

.-

100k ties for P&SL on way down
7/14/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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e
Hﬂll‘l. .HI.EB, Thateher and Boxter,
t.up the river on Baturday morn.
gio urry up the ties for the Pueblo

_ Arhnnm anler rlllnmth

- .

Mssrs. Rice, Thatcher and Baxter sent upriver to hurry ties for
AVRR

7/15/1875
Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo

A " driva” of cne hendred thoveand rails
road ties, to be naed on the Paeblo and Salt
Iake lins, arrived at Coltonwood, Thursday,
from tha henduﬂm of t.he A:k:.nu.n.

100k ties arrived at Cottonwood yesterday

7/17/1875
Rocky Mountain News



Advices from the tics are very en-
couraging. A drive, consisting of one
hundred thousand, is now on its way
down the Arkansas, in charge of a

—

Inrge force of men under the dirrction
of Mr. Lewis Conley, of this city, Itis
probable they will be at Cafion City
about to-day or to-morrow. The ties
will be pushed along with all possible
speed, and it is expected that forty
thousand of them, at least, ‘will be at
Yeést Lias Animas within twenty days,
Should this aim Dbe accomplished, of
whichH{hereis every probability, there
will be no delay whatever when the
tracklayers reach West Las Animas,
and the work will be pushed right

along, ..

=
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the tics are all in the river and coming

&

Messrs, Rice, Thatcher and Baxter, |
the commiltee of the board of directors
of the Pueblo and Arkansas Valley |
railroad company, who went fo the
Upper Arkansas to see how the tics for
their road were getting along, retuned
on Monday evening., They reportthat

down, in charge of a force of seventy- |
five men, in charge of Mr. Welech, the |
contractor and Mr. Lewis Conley, . of |
this city. The tie-drivers think thmr |

can getdown to this eity inaboutthir v

days from this date. i

Ties encouraging, 100k on way down
7120/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo



i HAILLROAD PROSNDPECTS,

Our radlroml prospocts sooal poresent
ol the most encournging clavacter, The
grvding aml brideing of the Hoe be-
tween Puchio and West Las Animas i
aredmest completed, the tles nee nldl fu
the viver nnd are comndng down ps (st |
oo Swilt current and willine bands
e heing e und the prospest posy
I thnt the Craelklayers will be detained
Pt West Los Anbaons but wehoret time,
Pifatall, The Kubsas Pacifle eotipany,

have for thie thine beibg,  ccased their
e nind fraitless persceations, and
until some fresh devilment can boe
hatehied things will move on gulelly,
In the mean thme the grading and
i trackluying forees ate working along
fup the valley, and those whoaredireet-
hng things say” that they will hnve
theiv road finished into Pueblo previous
to the ecmpletion of the Muehlo and
Avkansas valley line,  Should they
build here without interferlng with
i the Iatter road  everyhody will be
pletsely, Lelieving as we all dethat g
city eanpot have too many ralivoads,

. e e o eereeeee -
- Mr, 3. DeRemwr veturned an Mon-
day frons the grade of the Puchlo aml
Arkansas Valley rallrond, after an ube
sgnou of nearly =ix weoks, Mr, Do

4 Remer was' the firat! persony on the

ground In the interest of our people,
tenveling from here down to the dispus
ted pojutat night. To Mr, DeRener’s
energy, porsevernnce sl undoubtod
canrage is due ln no small weasure the
specess of our confliot with the Kansas
-Pracitie milrond,  Mr, Deflemur is cor-
tainly deserving of n lange measure of
pratee for the falthful manner he has

i I VS ——

j Mosars, Rice, Thatcher and Baxter,
i the commitiee efthe bourd of dircetors
| of the Pueblo and Arkansas Valley
rallrond compuny, who went to the
Upper Arkansus to see how the tiea for
t thelr road were getting niong, returned
oty Mouday evening, They report that

gunrded the people’s interest.  We

Mr. DeDemor's services be secured in
Hringing down the tics, as this s the
pest sl Dapartaint teoy toward vee
vuring our ralivoad at an early day.
He hus proved himself jueculiarly adapt-
el for Just such an emergenry ks We il
In at present, and woe belivve the com-
pany would do well to tie o lim,

Advices from the tics are very on-|

couraging, A , consleting of one
hundred thousanud, is now an  its Wiy
down the Arkansas, In charge of a
hunige force of mey undor tha dirretion
of Mr. LewisConloy, of thiselty, Ttin
probable they. will beat Cafion City
about to-day or to-morrow, T'he’ tles
will be pushed along with !l possible
speeil, und §t s expected that forty
thousand of theny, ot least, will he at
Weat Las Anjans within twenty days,
Sheuld this alii he accomplished, of
which there s overy probability, thore
will be no delay whatever when the
travkinyers renoh Woesk Las Anlinns,
and the work will be pushed right
aloug,.
Page 46 of 88

suggest to the proper authorlties thiat 1 llﬂ“’]l, in char

this city.

' the ties are all tn the river and coming

| ;.i4_n[' B foree- of sevontys
five men, in ehinrge of Mr. Weleh, the
contractor and Mr, Lewis Conley, of
'The ticsdrivers think they
cun et down to this city Inabout thivty
tays from this date,

100k ties on way down Arkansas

7122/1875
Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo
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A letter received from the tie drivers’
.camp, up the Arkansas, gives most ci-
couraging news of the progress of the
ties for the Pueblo and Balt Lake rail-
road. They arecoming down far faster
than the most sanguine axpected Up-
wards of one hundred men are punch-
ing them up, and Messrs. Welch, Bush
and Cunley are auperiutendmg the
Wnrk P o

-
Ties coming down faster than expected

7/23/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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X 7
Mucst encuuraguw news lmched this
city from the tie drive on the Upper

. Arkansas, on S wburday evening. Those
in-charge of the work have succeeded

in pushing it along far exceeding their

most sanguine expeutatmna and should

they continue to make as good time as
during the past week there will he'lit-
tle danger that the completion of the

railroad to this city will be rJehxyuI for

want of her: _
"!t

Going better than expected
7/25/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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Most encournglng news reachod this
city from the tie drive on the Upper
Arknnsus, on Saturday evening, 'Those
in charge of the work have suceeeded

in pushlug it along farexceeding their

most sapguine expectations,andshould
they continue to make us good thne as
during the pnst week there will be Jit-
tle davger that the completion of The
rallvoad to this city will be delayed for
want of ties,

'—I——\-'i'. e Prar e

Drive going better than expected
7/29/1875

Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo
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[ twoed achho ond YWest s Animau
are adtnest comnpleted, the thes noee nll i

peon =wilt current and willibe bmnds
cione heing theny and the proapect nosy
ba that the traeklayers will be detained
at West Las Anboans but woshort time,
ifatall, The Kansn= Pacifle entnipany,
have for thie time being, ecoased thelr
mean nted fruitless persceutions, and
until some fresh devilment ean be
bntehed things will move o quieily,
In the mean thse the grading and
tracklnying Torees ate working along
up the vallvy, und those whoaredirect-
bz things say” that  (hey will hinve
their rond finished into Pucblo previous
to the eompletion of the Puehilo and
Avkansus valley  line,  Should they
Pbuild here without interferlng with
fthe latter rond  everyhody will be
pletsed, believing us we all dethat g
city ennnot have tow many ralivoiuls,

Letter from tie drivers, coming down faster than expected
7/29/1875

Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo

Phee viver nnd are comndng down as st

]




L

The Cafion City Zimes says that the |

Pueblo and Salt Lale railroad ties have
' not yef pii‘t in.an’ appearance, though
they may be expected any day.

ties not yet at canon city
8/7/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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| be at Pleasant vValicy on

“speed can be mdde,

wWednesday |
nexe. *

Once there they will have easy sail-
ing for about thirty miles and good
Judiciously man-
aged, the whole drive ean be made (o
pass Cifton City from the first Lo the
tenth of September. The directors of
the Pueblo and Salt Lake railroad will
leave no’stone unturned.to hurry up

the coming of these ties and arrapge-

ments are now being made. thaf will
areatly expedite the work.

Ties now in Browns Canyon
8/10/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

—_—
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THORE TIEH

1t is curious how people will allow
themselves to be dishieartened by fools
Ish rumors which are set allont with
reference to disasters which are sald to
have befallen any enterprive In which
thoy are interested, without for a mo-
mentexamining into the source of
such rumors and fnding out whether
they are rellable or not.  We had »
specimen of thiv kind of gullibliity
amony aur oltizens on Monday Inst,
All sorts of rumors were set atlont with
| reference to the tles for the Pueblo and

mnlt Lake railroad, 1o wae atated that
the coutrnotors had sold out to the
Kausns Pacifle company, that the ties
were Jammed In the riverand conldn't
Le maved, that the workmen who eut
the ties had stretehed a booni neross: the
river and were about to selze them bo-
cause thelr wages were not palld, and o
dozen more tales of n similar natuie,
Men who ought to bhave Knowi better,
swallowed nll of these storles and
moved around with facen as long as
clothes propm,

Onco there they will have enwy snige
ing for about thirty miles and goud
st can by mede.  Judiclously man-
aped, Ilw wholo drive can be minde to
pass Cafion City from the first to the
tenth of Beptember, ‘Fhe divectors of
the Pueblo and Salt Lake radlmnd will
{enve no stone unturned to hurey up
the coming of these ties nnd arrnnge-
menls are now being made thnt will
grently expddite the work,

In the meantime woe wonld mlvim
our citlzens to take mntters easy for n
little while, and not allow themselyves
to be disturbed by the braying of every
utray axs that huppous to come along,
always benring In mind that those who
ure wihsest in thelr own conceit gener-
ally know u little lexs than anyboly
el

am a a ; a - s

When we henrd {hese ferrible storjes, |
we at onee begnn to ook nround Lo dis.
cover, if possible, from whence they
onme, After o short senreh we dise
covered oan Individoat who haal been
discharged from  the tie punching
forve, ahd who, In his own opinlon,
knew more about running tles than
any man living. He was making It
hiin business ta hunt up overy crowd he
cottld Aud, and wpin o tong yarn with
refercnce to the incompetency of those
in eharge of the work, and the disas-
ters llkely to befal them. Now, aa
Muoussrs, Weleh, Bush and Conley have
charge of the work, and the next in
cominand s 0 man whose nume we
have forgotten, but who hnuasslated in
ranning every tie drive that hus comu
down the Arkonsas In the lust five
years, we think that perhaps those in
charge of the work are about ne well
posted ax  the smanet gentleman who
hos been showing his ears on our
streots,  'The tlesare now  in the most
diffienlt part of the river; viz : Brown's
Cafion, and tin expected that they will
Lo at Plensant Vulley on Wednesdny
next.

“Those Ties” and man who has assisted every tie drive in last five

years
8/12/1875

Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo
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| “lds Wilil lelelllve LU A PDUWLLELIL
tie drive. The ties are at present run-
ning through Pleasant Valley, and
with ordinary luck they will be in
Texas creck cafion carly next week.
It has been decided tosend up an addi-
tional force of fifty men immediately
to string the drive cut while it remains
in the mountains, and as soon as it
leaves the grand cafion to divide it up
into small detachmentsand bring them
down by forced drives.. The prospect
for getting the tics to West Las Auni-
mas at an early day is now excellent

C.C. Welch ties in Texas Creek next week
8/13/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

b= Lall
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~will make their mark on the'joh.

Thirty men and four teams will
leave this city this morning, in charge
‘of Mr. Lewis Maloney, bound up the
Arkansas to assist in the tie drive for
the Pueblo and 8alt Lake railroad. Mr.
‘Maloney is a “‘rustler,”” and his force

30 men and four teams upriver to help
8/14/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

A “drive’ ef 50,000 raiiroad ties, for the
Paeblo acd Balt Lake road, is coming down
the Bounth Arkansaz river, and is expected to
emerge from the Grand Cafion on g,_nndsy or
Mondey.

50k ties coming down South Arkansas (N.B.)
8/14/1875
Rocky Mountain News

o ———  —p—

On Baturday Jast the tiexfor the Pue-
bin and Salt Lake railrond were four-
teen miles thisside of HSoulth Arkansas
and coming down us fust ns a wwifl cur-
rent and a liberal supply of hunmnng
musclo can bring then,

Ties 14 mi past South Arkansas (Salida)
8/19/1875

Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo
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Fh JWERETT JELTRIR &TRE ¢ &4 WATHITEY )
on Matunday morning, announces that
the Lles for the Pueblo and Salt Lake
rallrond have al) passed Bouth Arkon-
was, Atk are running at the rute of up-
wards of five miles per day.: The met
who left here on Baturday will rench
the drive ahout Bunday night or Mon.
tay morning and will be set to w nrk
hnmediately,

Ties past South Arkansas (Salida), 5 mi/day 8/19/1875
Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo

———— i w—rae

: Tmmsts to the Grand Cuﬁm] of the
Arkansas,near Cafion City, are request-
ed nof- t-:J mIl roclks down into the
caflon, as men ure at work . there driv-
ing 1a111m{1 ties dl::uwn the river,
Southern Colorado IJ;IIJEI'h I}IEJBL pulse
lish this item.,

+ &

Tourists at Grand Canyon (Royal Gorge): “Don’t throw rocks down
on workers below”

8/21/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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Ties were reported going through
the Grand Caiion in large numbers on
Monday.

R R

Ties going through Grand Canyon (Royal Gorge)

8/25/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

A telegmm frum Cuﬁnn Glty,received_
about noon on ‘Wednesda} ; mmuunced;,
that the'tics for the Puehln and Salt’
Lake - rmlruad were then coming-
through  the - Grand- Gﬂf'un, and: the”

head of the drive was: rapnrted six
miles above Cafion City. -

Ties going through Grand Canyon, head of drive six miles above
Canon City

8/26/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo



The fact was announced that - a tele-
gram had been received from Caifion
City, announeing that about one half
of the tie drive bad already passed that

AlD I.-‘l]'ﬂ TIIE TIE DRIVE,
A large and enthusmatm meeting of
the citizens of Pueblo assembled at the
Lindeli hotel on Baturday evening, for

the purpose of devising says and point. -
means toaid in driving the tics for the | It is now proposed to add & number
Puebio and Salt Lake railroad, now in : of men to the large foree now at work

transit down the Arkansas, in orderto |
expedite their movementsand aid the
contractor in delivering a portion of
them at West Las Animas i_1‘l_tllE' short-
est possible time.

On motion James Macdonald an was
elected chairman,” and O, H. P. Buax-
ter, Iisg., secretary.

Remarks were made by Messrs, Bax-
ter, Macdonald, Gardner and Gast,
urging npon our people the nccessity

on the drive, cut out about seventy-
flvethousand ties and run them by
forced driving to West Las Animas.

Need help, cut out 75k ties for forced drive to Las Animas
8/29/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

———— E N am .

On Monday night the rear end of

of these tics being on hand at West
Lins Animas at the earliest possible mo-
ment, in order that no delay should
take place, and that the tracklayers
now at work bhetween Grenada and
West Las Anfmas, may proceed at once
to construet the line to this point.
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the tie drive was three miles above
Cafion City, Messrs, Baxter and
Thateher, of the Puceblo and Arkansas
valley railroad company, have gone
up to the drive,

Tail end of drive 3 miles above Canon City
8/30/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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News was recelved last night that o
party was orgunlzing at that tine, une
der charge of Mr, Lowix Conley, to take
sevegty-five thousand tics from the
drive now below Cafion City and run
them, by driving day and cight, to
West Lins Anloas, in opder that the
work on the Pueblo and Arkabsas Va)-
ey rallrond mny be delayed ns 1ittle ns
possible, ‘The party will start from the
camp neiat Caflon City this morning,
and will push ahemt without stoppiog
wntil West Lan Animis s reackjod,
The ties that lodge will be Jeft behind
for partles following to gather up, It
I estimated that by this method ot
least fifty thousand ties con be Ianded ut
Waont Las Anlmlu within fifteen doya,

[ T— ] ..‘.— ——— A — e o g

A e R ek i oma A s

Organize forced drive of 75k ties
9/2/1875

Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo
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Henry C, Thatcher, Esq., who re-
turncd from ihe Ge dreivers’ eatinp near
Cafion  City _5'&5[(31'¢i:1;,* moruing, in-
fornts us that the men who were de-
tailed from the wain Lody of tie dri-
vers -to malke the foreed drive of sev-
enty-five thousand to West Lag Ani-
mas, did not start yesterday, being de-
fained by a small jam in the lower
part’ of the Grand Cafion. The ties,
however, are now all below Cafion

Cily, mL] a_ picked bm]_', of m{,ll in

charge of WIcf-qm Gonly and llnﬂ- _
man, will start seveniy-five thousand
ties this morning,  They may be
lookad for to arrive here with the niain

| body of their drive about Sunday next,

although sirageling ties will pul in an
appearance before that tinme. Mr. IDax-
ter remained in the eawp to see the
party off this morning. It is confi-
denily expeeted thatthe ties will rench
West Las Animas fromn the 15th to the
20th of this month, and as soon as
there is a suflicient supply on hand the
tracklayers will go to work and put
down two miles o track per day until

Forced drive of 75k ties now below Canon City
9/2/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo




A few stray tics were reported pass-
ing yesterday.

Few stray ties passing (through Pueblo)
9/3/1875

Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo

!
:
|

—_ .

The body of August Blome, who was :
drowned while at work on the tir:-i
drive at C‘I.I"iﬂl] City, was recovered on
Friday, near that place, and will be
brought here for burial {o-day. Tt
‘seems that deceased was at work in
front of a. number of _}nmmed ties,
‘when the jam suddenly gave way aml

he was overwhelmed and'drowned in
very swift water, which was about
waist deeb,. It was his. f‘r.at day's work
on the drive.

« 4
Worker drowned

9/4/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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The r ai!mml mein repﬂrt that thetio
| drive was between C'arhle Springs and
Beaver Creck, at noon on Friday, and

a large force of men at wnrlt
B

Drive between Carlile Springs and Beaver Creek
9/4/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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Mr. C, C. Welch arrived in
on Saturday morning.
the tieﬂrivc is progressing in u most
sattsfactory manner. The leading
drive, under charge of My, Hofl'man,
a man of large experience in this kind
of worls, is traveling at the rate of trom
seven to ten miles per day. Mr. Cou-
ley is along with this drive, and goes

P'theblﬁ

ahead selecting camping places and ex- |
sppervision. |
advance ties of thisdrive were

ereising a general
The
coming through bridge No. 2, on the
Denver and Rio Grande railroad,
aliout eighteen miles above this city on
Saturday morning, hLut the main body
of the drive was in the neighborhood
of Beaver creck., 'The second detach-
ment of ties, under the charge of M.
Lewis Maloney, is also being pushed
along rapidly, making from five to
cight miles per day. It was expected
that this drive would pass Labran on
Saturday. A large force is already

He says that

=

Page 56 of 88

Saturday. A large force is alrcady
employed on the worlk but Mr. Welch
wiltts to employ more mepn to whoni
good wages and first class board will
be given. Men have been sent ahead of
the drive whose business it is to clear
all dangerous obstructions out of the
river and construct dams across the
mouths of the sloughs aud ditches in

- order to prevent the ties from ronning

into them.

o il
-+

masg by Saturday evening., The boom
to be placed across the river at West
TLas Animas,to eatch the ties now com-
ing down for the railroad to thigeily, is
ready to be placed in position as soon
ag needed, The shipment of bridge |

timber will go on rapidty,

Boom to catch ties to be placed at Las Animas, drive progressing
satisfactorily

9/5/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo




Mr. C. C. Welch arrived in  Pueblo
on Saturday morning, He says that
the tie ﬂrivc i progressing in a most
sattsfactory manner. The leading
drive, under charge of Mr, Hof'man,
a man of large experience in this kind
of work, is traveling at the rate of trom
seven to ten miles per day., Mr. Cou-
ley is along with this drive, and gpes
ahead selecting camping places and ¢x-
ercising n general  supervision,
The
coming through bridge No. 2, on the
Denver and Rio Grande railroad,
alrout eighteen miles above this city on
Saturday morning, but the main body
of the drive was in the neighborhood
of Leaver creck, The second detach-
ment of ties, under the charge of Mr.
Lewis Muloney, isalso being pushed
along rapidly, making from five to
cight miles per day. It was expected

advance Lica of this drive wore |
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cight miles per day. It was expected
that this drive would pass Labran on
Saturday. A large force is already
employed on the work but Mr. Welch
waltls to employ more men to whon
good wages and first class board will
be given. Men have been sent ahead of
the drive whose business it is to clear
all dangerous obstructions out of the
river and construct dams across the
mouths of the sloughs aud ditches in

- order to prevent the ties from ronning

into them.

T

Leading drive going well
9/5/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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Mr.J 5 Bush whu 15 nt tha head of |
tie dnving upafatmns ‘eame'into . the.
ity lastmlght ‘and’ stated thut,, the
tie punuherﬂ “Were: icamped inb- Rﬂuk
C‘nﬁnﬂ.“ 'The;.r '_mll _pnas through

’ Ihe city to-day. =

Tie punchers camped at Rock Canyon, will pass through city today
9/8/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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Animas, and assoob as the first insfal-
.ment of these floating ties reaches that

S e NS R
TILE B1G TIE DRIVE.
Nis A:'rh‘?ﬁn;l Prichlo.

The long looked for drive of ties for
the construelion of that portion oi the
Pucblo and Arvkansas Valley railroad
Iying between this city and West Tias |
Animes has at length avrived, and
sinece midnight on Tuesday the river
hag been full of floating ties. The
Pueblo and Arkansas Valley railrond
is composed of a consolidation of the
Colorado and New Mexico with the
Pueblo and Sult Lake, and extends
from the Iansas line, at Sargent sta-
tion to the city of Pucblo. The road is
now constructed as far as Wesl Las

point worlke will be commenced in this
direction. The grade is already [fin-
ished, the "piles for the bridges all
driven and alarge portion of the bridge |
timber already on the ground. A
large foree will be placed upon mul
work and tracklaying pushed along al |
the rate of two miles per day. 1'

-

Big tie drive has arrived
9/9/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo



TI‘IE TIE DRIVE.

All day long uu-'l‘hursciﬂy the river
as far as the eye could reach was full of
floatino ties, and bodies'of men were
at work ‘at the bridges preventing the
iies from jamming, In this work the
tie punchers were. assisted by large
numbers of enthusiastic vnlunteers

every citlzﬂn gseeming anxious fto lend
n hand in aid of - the good me. But

little trouble was experienced in gel-
ting the ties through the bridges up to

about three o'clock in the after 0oL,

when a Jnna\(ucuurred at the railroad
1

:hndge whicll at- one time. thxentuned
to be. EEI‘I{JHH.
'-strnng arms, however, succeeded in |

preventing the jam ﬂmu l:emm:ng

River full of ties, working at bridges to prevent jamming
9/10/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

W’ﬂlinrr hands ﬂH{l-
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The second tie drive, under the
charge of Mr. Lew Maloney, wus re-
ported on Saturday about ten miles
above theeily., Someof thestrageling
tice have already passed, and the main
body may be expeeted soon, The
forced drive is making rapid headway,
and the contractors ave still confident
that they can reach West Las Animas
by the twentieth,

During the past two days we have
investigated the process of lie punch-
ing and havdly think that it is an oc-
cupation in whieh invalids from the
stules should cngage, neither do we
think that we would like to lakea
hand ourselves, that is for more than
about filtech minutes abt a time and at
long infervals, On Thursday evening
a number of our citizens gave tbe tic
punchers a treat, ot beer, ete,, and all
hands seemed to thoroughly cnjoy
themselves.

The second tie drive may be expeet-
ed here about the middle of nest

week, _
% Ly XS

Second tie drive about ten miles above city
9/12/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo




HIGH WATER.

Scrions Damage (o Bridges.

On Sunday last the straggling ties
from the main drive of the Pueblo and
Arkansas Valley nrailroad company
commenced to pass the city. Towards
evening a good many were runoning
and it was deemed ecxpedient to piace
men on the bridges to prevent jam-
mivg. About dark, heavy mazses of
clouds appeared in the west and north-

west and a slight shower fell here, but+

soon ceased.  About fouro’clock in the
morning the water in the river com-
menced 1o rize wiith great rapidity, un-
til it became a roaring torrent, nuch
higher than at apy time during the
high water of the present year. The
stream was full of ties and these were
piled in immense numbers against the
railroad bridge across thenew channel,
driving it three feet out of line and al-

most tipping it over. It was secured
finally by ropes attached to the trunks

of the large trees oo the banks of the
H river, 8till the waier rose and soon a
large stream was running through the
old channel, and piling the ties in im-
mense numbers against both of the
bridges spanning it. The blockading

Ties piled against bridges
9/14/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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The forced tie drive which passed
this city on Thuraday s making the
most satisfactory  progress. The
camp ot the men in charge will be lo-
cated at the mouth of the Apishapa,
forty miles down, and within a few
miles of half of the distance to West
Las Animas.

PN

Tie camp at 40 miles down, half way to West Las Animas
9/14/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo



HIGH WATER.,

Scrions Damage (o Bridges.

On Sunday last the straggling ties
from the main drive of the Pueblo and
Arkansas Valley nrailroad company
commenced to pass the city. Towards
cvening a good many were ruoning
and it was deemed cxpedient to place
men on the bridges {o prevent jam-
ming., About dark, heavy masses of
clouds appeared in the west and north-
west and a slight shower fell here, but
soon ceasedt About four o'clock in the
morning the water in the river com-
menced 10 rize with great rapidity, un-
til it became a roaring torrent, 1much
higher than at any time during the
high water of the present year. The
stream was full of ties and these were
piled in immense numbers against the
railroad bridge across thenew channel,
driving it three feet out of line and al-
most tipping it over. It was secur.ed

Straggling ties commenced to pass the city
9/14/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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ceased operations, Mr, Peek saw the
rear end of the tiedrive at a point
about a mile below the mouth of the
Huerfano, on Monday morning, and

the leading ties are about fifteen mileslf

further down the river. He was in-
formmed by some of the tie punchers
whom he met, that the rise in the riv-
er had hastened tpe progress of the
drive considerably. Mr, J. J. Brush
had gone forward with a party of men
to elear obstructions from the river
channel and put in the boom at West
Las Animas. There is now no doubt
but what the head of the drive will be
at West Las Animas by the 20th.
0=

Drive at one mile below mouth of Huerfano River
9/15/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

g
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On Thursday morning the ties be-

longing to the forced drive were pass-

ing Bent’s Fort in great numbers, The:

present high water in the river is mal-
ing them travel at a lively rate,

Ties of first forced drive at Bent’s Fort

9/18/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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TIE I'LOOCD DOWN THE sfIVEIL

'The Zimes says thal Wolll' Londoner
has just relurned from Las Animas,

and gives some interesting accounts ol

the recent rise in the Arkansas addi-
tional to the article from the Leaderon
the second page. On Thursday night
the river rose five or gix feet in two
hours, flooding the couniry for miles
around. The ties for the Atchison,
Topeka Santa IFe road, which were
Inid in advanee of the rails, wore scal-
tered for miles in every direetion, and
the track for thirty miles toward Giri-
nada swept away., It wag ramored
that the road had been swept away as
far ag Forl Dodge, o dislance of seven-
ty miles. When Mr. Londoner lefd,
thie Pargatoire bridee was hanging by
a fow stringers and ifts demolishment
was momentarily expeeted. To give
an iden of the extent of the flood, the
road bed of the Las Animas branch of
the Kansas Paeifie road is elevated (en
feet above the prairie, and for o dis-
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feet above the prairie, and for a dis-
tance of four miles from the river the
water was level with the track, causing
in some places slight damages. The
flood is ope of the heaviest everjknown
i the Arkansas valley, and wli-h CAUSC
a tremendous destruetion of properly.
The spread of the water has prevented
communication, and econscquently the
full extent of the flood will not be

known for several days,
et e i A e S

The flood down the river scatters ties
9/22/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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SOEH0RE EN 'PEIE ARLIL L NSAN,
" the2!h

TILE

The Las Animas Leader, o
inst., says

“AL AL Robingon, chief engincer,
wiio came in yesterday evening from
the west, reporis the doamage (o the
rrade between  this point and Pueblo,
as comparatively slight,  Tleostimates
thint 52,000 will cover the cost of ail
needed repairs, Dot ol the
drive of two hundred thousand Lies, it
is believed that not one iz ¢t in the
river, the floodl having deposited the

ovel the wide boltoms and piled them

up in drifts aloger the shore. Colleet-
ing these together again will inenr an
additional expense to the Pueblo and
Salt Lake company, of nol less than
210,000, The damage to this romwd east
of ug is confined to the Colorude di-
vision, In several places the rails
and Lies were hodily lifted from the
orade and deposited in Uhe diteh. The
cost of repairs will not, however, cx-
ceed $3,000.

HInen=e |

The repair Linins ore ex~
peeted Lo meet te-day in the vieinity of
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ceed $3,000. The repair Linins nre oxe-
peeted Lo mecet to-day in the vieinity of
the Meadows, and . iraing will be
through again in ﬁ._{]uy or two at  far-
thest. :

A geelion of tivo miles of (he m[cn-
sion.westward, of the Kangas Pacilie,
is more or Iess damaged. About one
mile of Lruck is thrown from the em-
bunkment. Tt will cost not less than
£1,000 to rvepaiv it, which is o be donge
immediately. The big washout northi7
of the river has been temporarily
Llocked up, bul “another week will
hardly suflice to finish repairs. One
hundred and fifly fect mhllt,mnnl of |

pile bl idging is being 1111[: in.
-y

The flood in the Arkansas from the Las Animas Leader

9/28/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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The boom Lo eanteh the tiesis in ]1;1:»;--
ilion nt West Las Animas, and {he
fies are moing down rapidly. - Some of
ihem were washed oul some distancs
on the banks of the river by ‘the late
flaod. : ’

—_——

EEC - I

Boom to catch ties in place at West Las Animas
9/28/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

A few stray tics were reported pass-
ing yesterday.

Within a few miles of West Las Animas, plenty on hand
9/30/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

I
|
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| A pmve of 100,000 ties is floating
' down the Arkansas River, destined for
J the Pueblo and Salt Lake Railroad.

Drive of 100k ties heading down Arkansas River
9/30/1875

Colorado Banner

A prave of 100,000 ties is floating
down the Arkansas River, destined for
the Pueblo and Salt Lake Railroad.

100k ties floating down Arkansas
9/30/1875

Colorado Banner
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Latest advices from the tie drive
state that the first drive, in charge of
Mesars, Floffman and Conley was at
Rocky Ford on Saturday. = -The rear
drive, in charge of Lew Maloney, - was
at 2 point opposite Mr. Fosdick’s ranch,
and there werc many teams eneaged
inhauling ties that had been washed
out by the flood, back to the river.

There will be plenty of tics on hand at |

West Las Animas in time forthe tr&c}i-
layers to begin npﬂratmnq.. ''he boom

has been placed feross the river ab the |

mouth of the Tas Animas diteh, eight

miles above the town, and the ties will §
be floated down the dituh to where the

railroad crosses it.
: % u —
Many teams hauling ties washed out back to river
10/2/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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Latest advices from the tie drive
state that the first drive, in charge of
Mesars, Floffman and Conley was at
Rocky Ford on Saturday. ~-The rear
drive, in charge of Lew Maloney, - was
at 2 point opposite Mr. Fosdick’s ranch,
and there werc many teamg eneaged
in hauling ties that had been wushed
out by the flood, back to the river.
There will be plenty of ties on hand at |
West Las Animasin time forthe track-
layers to begin Dpﬂrﬂ.tlﬂll‘-}. _The boom
has peen placed feross the river at the
mouth of the L.as Animas diteh, eight
miles above the town, and the ties will |
be floated down the dité.h to where the
railroad crosses it.

o

First drive at @ Rocky Ford, many teams hauling ties that were
washed out by flood

10/5/1875
Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo
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Foriy thousand ties for the railroad
between this city and West Las Ani-
mag, will' be at thelatter placeon Tues-
day next.

& i B ——r—————

40k ties will be in place between Pueblo and West Las Animas
next Tuesday

10/5/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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Liatest lvices from the tie drive
stute that the ffest drive, in charge of
Muessys, Hofl'man and Conley. was at
Rovky Ford on Saturday. The rear
drive, in chorge of Lew Maloney, was
af n pointopposite Mr, Fosdick's rauch,
und there were many teama engaged

1 In hialiog ties that hiad been wished

out Ly the flond, back to the river,
There will be plenty of ties en hand ot
West Lus Animas in time for the tracks
luyers to begin operations,  The hoom
hoas been placed aeross the river at the
mouth of the Los Aniigus ditel, eight

I mlles ahove the town, wndd the tics will

be floated down the diteh 1o where the
' ruifvond erosses it,

e ——— i o -l-.... me L m m— e
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Hauling ties that had been washed out by the flood
10/07/1875

Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo




| ar. Wélely incurred great and unex-
pected expense in driving ties, from
Pueblo eastward, in consgquence of the
recent ﬂuml in the Arkansasriver, W,
"H. Loveland and G:'J. Stebbins, for
‘the purpose of securing themselvesand
other creditors, have, by the consent of
Mr. Weleh, eatered mtn the temporary
possession of the ties.. As soon as these
‘claims are adjusted the “ties  will be
turned over to the company.: ‘Mr. Love-
‘land and Mr. Stebhms both assure us
that their sole purpose¢'is to secure the
payment of the debts contracted by Mr.
Welch on account of muney advanced
on ties that this step - has been taken,
and that they will immediately upon
the puymeut of their claims relinquish
‘all their right te the company. From
the well known honorable clmractm of'
both these gentlemen, no doubt can be
| entertained that they have been 'Lctua.--
ted whelly by the mstmct of self-pro-
tection, without any intention on thmr

part of delaying the wnrk In a very

Flood caused great expense getting ties past Pueblo
10/8/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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A geutlemun _]ust arrwed frnm West
Las Animas, informs usthat it was ex-
pected that the number of railroid ties
in the: hoom thﬂl’ﬂ would: amauut tu
forty thousand. by Thurs:du}r evening.
The ties ‘will be ‘piled on'the hank at |
once, and: the teama are thera 1'ea.dy 4
to begin hauling nt & momerit’s notice,’
The ﬂunstructmn trum is’ ﬂ]ED there,

ready for business, | '

40k ties in boom by Thursday
10/15/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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Wlmln tl1£~ next ﬂftes..n dn:,rs ull uf

‘the ties for the rmlmad between this
‘city hind. West Las 'Animas will be. dlB-
titributed along the line of the road. 'As

200n as this 18 dﬂne traeLIa;fmg w:II'

', 1:1ueed ‘with reduubled Hgor.

e [

Within 15 days all ties for RR between Pueblo and West Las
Animas in place

10/31/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

‘I'he ties are already distributed on
the grade for about four miles this
side of West I.as Animas, and there
are plenty of ties on hand in the dif-
ferent booms, The extreme of the
last tie drive is now about ‘thirty
miles this side of West Las Animas,

Mr, Henderson, who is in charge of |

the drwe, came to this city on Mﬂn-

day in search ef hands. . s

Plenty of ties in different booms
11/4/1875

Colorado Banner
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work., Thedifliculty in relation Lo the
delivery of the ties i1s caused by a
searcity of laborers and tlie objection
they have to working in the wuter at
this season of the year, when they can
find any other employment,

Difficulty getting ties due to objection to working in water at this

time of year
11/6/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

used, Oak tiesin large guantities have
been purchased in Kansas and shipped
out by rail tothe end of the track in or-
der that the men enaged in tracklay-
ing may not be delayed by theslow
tdelivery of the pine ties which have
' been floated 1lﬁwn the 11*.'01

Slow delivery of ties which have been floated downstream
11/7/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

——



“On the 23d ult. they commenced
laying iron on the extension west
from Las Animas; and have lnid about
one hialf mile a day since. As soon as
the Messrs,  Stebbins, who have the
contract for delivering the ties, turn-
ish a suflicient stock, the company
will increase the force of tracklayers,
and-put down about one mile of track
per day. Mr. Stebbinsg informs -3
that he will without doubt have all
the ties ncccessary delivered within
forty days, - They have o large foree of
men at worl, and nothing but o freeze-
up of the Arkansas will prevent the
delivery of tics as tast as they are re-
quired.  Mr, Nickerson, in his letter,
urges rapid work. He is auxions to
ret the road through to Pueblo at the
enrliest possible date.”

Nothing but a freeze-up of Arkansas will prevent delivery of
ties
11/09/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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Tho progress of trackiaying on the
Pueblo and Arkansas Valley road is
slow, owing more now to a lack of
hands than any other cause, Mr.
Long, the contractor, is trying hard to
increase the force, but there are about
ninety-nine loafers in the country to
every man .who is willing to make a
living by work. The track was laid
ot Saturday evening to a point sixteen
miles from West Las Auwimas and
within about four miles of King's FFer-
ry, the present terminug of the Kan-
sny Pacific track. Charley Welch is
hard at work geting ties out of the
river before they aure frozen in, There
are about thirty-five thousand fies yet
in the water. The lower booin, con-
taining nearly all of this number,
broke the other day, letting throuch
about ten thousand which flonded i 't
or ten miles and lodged on b A
new boom has been put in below t
‘cateh those afloat, so thereis no dau-
ger of loss, This last boom is two or
three miles above West Las  Animas.
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At King’s Ferrv there as about thir-
teen thousand ties piled up near the
grade, and ab the mouth of Timpas
¢reek there are thirty-five thousand
piled on the hmﬂs, so that there will be
no delay on aceount of lties, Ouk ties
have been used on part of the track
laid west of here, and there are still a
large number of these on hand, There
is plenty of iron on hand, and steadily
coming, ten earloads having arrived
yesterday. It is to be hoped the fored
will be inereased, so that n mile per
day, at least, will be laid from this
timeon, for at the present rate of pro-
gress the road won't reach Pueblo be-
fore gpring. If Gen. Palmer and his
narrow gauge boys were Iayipng this
track, they would put it down fo Pue-
blo in sixty days, with McMurtrie and
Do Remer to boss the job.,

-

Getting ties out of water before they freeze in

12/2/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo




=

— -y
Woodard Hodgson desires us tostate

that he does nol need any more tie
cutters. He is now supplied.

-

“No more tie cutters needed”

12/3/1875
Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

Ties in considerable qmulilue ure |
«Lill arriving from the divide for thﬂ
Pueblo & Avkansas Valley and the
Denver and Rio Grande railroads, ‘;j

- il

Y. E e e e Ql

More ties arriving from divide for AT&SF and the D&RG
12/9/1875

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo
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Newspaper clippings related to tie floating on the Arkansas River for 1876

Threo Gheera '_ and a Tlgex for. the
AT, & S, F. Railroad.

Which was completed to thus City

Yegterd&y;

Hiatory of the work from 1ts; ﬁrst

Prc}jectmn

Trials and Difflculties atftending
Railroad Building.

Ad Astra péi‘_&_suprn

‘I'he suspense in whieh our citizens
have Jived for several years past, ocea-

gioned by [!ﬂuhts as to the. 1utme pros- |

pects of our .city, isat len athat an cnd.
We have ﬂrl'lvul at ilm fruition of mn
lmpes. and long and lmtlent namng
and ‘much hard wor kk are nb ll..ll'l‘th re-
warded. ‘The first engine and train

npon the Pueblo and Arkansas valley .
railroad, arvived in our city yesterday, |

onr great through line to the states

is finished, and the comnmercial superi--|

ority and importance of I’ueblo as
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C. . Weleh the railroad tie man of
southern Colorado who furnished the
ties for the Atchison, Topeka & Santa
Felast full, bas been in the city for theo
past few days ralsing and outfitting a
crew to briug down the balance of last
fall's drive, He'left for up.river Mon-
day. Rumor has itthat the ties are
for the Kansas Pacifie, but you “can’t
most always every time tell.” 4+

—u

C.G. Welch raising crew to bring down balance of ties from
last fall’s drive

5/04/1876
Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo



Mr. C. C. Welsh, who larpished the{
tles for the Pueblo and Arkansas Val-§

ley rallroad, proposes this summer to
gel out 200,000 railroad (ies in Lake
county, and float them downthe Ar-
kansas to Canon City. It is expected
these tics will be uced in extending the
Kanwsas Pacilic railroad to Trinidad,
but 1f that extension is not built at
present, they will be used iu replacing
the old tiesalong the Kansas Pavifie
romd,

C.C. Welsh to cut 200,000 ties in Lake County and float down
Arkansas to Canon City

05/25/1876
Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo
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Mr. C. C. Welsh's tie drive has
passed Cafion City, and may be ex-
pected here in eceven ‘or eight days
Sixty-five thousand of these ties Mr.
Welsh had eut to fill his contract with
the Paeblo & Salt Lake railrond com-
pany last year, buton aecount of low
water and other obstaeley failed to get
them into the river. The remaining
{ies Mr. Welsh bought of parties who
lind eut thom in the mountains, He
expects to sell the tics to some of the

raiiroad companies.
' -

Welsh’s tie drive has passed Canon City
7/27/1876

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo




| Tollett nets at . G. P. Hayalip & ﬂu'a; !

La Junta.

- From the Zeader we elip the fnllm.ﬂ- |

[ug ftems from La Junta ;
K. P.

- The nngineem have returnad and

gone. home, taking tlm .- extension
with them.

. Thie ties are making their appear-
ance In thig-Arkansas, The boom has

not been placéd in the river yet and
some Are passing by.

Ties making appearance in Arkansas
(from Las Animas Leader)

8/31/1876
Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo

La Juata is the terminﬁa of the
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Newspaper clippings related to tie floating on the Arkansas River for 1877

Alex, Delappe Is down from the
mouotaions. His Lle drive 18 neatrly all
in the boom,

& - nr 1 LI | 1 L] (I |

Tie drive nearly all in the boom
5/24/1877

Colorado Daily Chieftain, Pueblo

i :

Woodie Hodgson and a party of ten
men are going through the Grand
Calion of the Arkansas wlith the tie
drive. IMine fun for those who like it
but none in ours, thank you,

e

Party of 10 tie drive through Grand Canyon (Royal Gorge)
5/24/1877

Colorado Weekly Chieftain, Pueblo
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Photographs of ties in Arkansas River dated between 1873-1877

Grand canon of the Arkansas

View Description

‘EE.:IE -DE‘Q (3]

ez
* Description
Collbumber 27053
Titke Grana eanon of the Arkenses
Creator Telbet, Chaimers W.
Date [between 1874 and 18771
Summary View of  rock Formation at the eage of the the Royal Garge , Coloraan. Snow Bnd ics Bre Beside the WaIer in the narow yaliey. Shows probably raiiroac ties suspendec
Description 1 phatgraphie print on steres card © stereograpn, albumen ; 10 x 18 em_ (4 7 in.)
1aPartor Taibot's series of the Grand Canon of the Arkansas.

From The Denver Public Library

~ Description
ol Number  2.7054
Titie GrEnd canon of the Arkanses
Creator Talvet, Chamers W.
Date [between 1874 and 1877]
Summary Logs are piled near River in the Rayal Gorge (! , Colorada. Shows whitewster rapids, stesp roek £anyon walls, and Patenes of snow in the valley.
Description 1 photagraphie print on steren card : stereagraph, lbumen ; 10 x 18 em. {4 x 7 in.)
18 Part oF Talbst's series of the Grand Canon of the Arkensas.
Subject Arkanses River-—1870-1880.; Fremant County (Colo. ; Rayal Gorge (Calo . Canyans—C 1880.; Logs--Colorads-—Fremont County—1870-1880.; Rivers—
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Commercial canoe travel on the
Arkansas River, circa 1816

Missouri Gazette and Public Advertiser (St. Louis, Missouri)

Saturday, September 14, 1816, p. 2

I do hereby certify on oath, that on the 16th of May,
1814, | started and went with Ezekiel Williams from this place
to go to the Arapahows [sic] on the head of the Arkansas, to

assist said Williams to bring in some furs he had in that country.

There were in company with, Morris May and seventeen or
eighteen Frenchmen, called Phil- lebert’s company, when we
arrived at the Arrapahow town, Williams called a council of the
Indians to know what had become of his com- rades, Mr.
Champlain and others, whom he had left there there the year
before. Two Frenchmen called Durocher and le France
interpret- ed. The Indians informed us that after Williams had
left his comrads (Champlain and Portan) in their village, that
they made a hunt up the river, returned bought two horses, and
started towards the Missouri with their furs, &c. on eleven
horses. That they were were seen on road by two parties of their
own nation, and that they had never seen them since, they
believed that they were killed from the best informa- tion they
had of them. They also stated, that their nation had killed
William’s other three companions before that he had left their
nation: also, that three white men had come to their nation after
that Williams left it, and wintered there and had gone off to
towards the south with furs loaded on 3 mules and one jack.
William insist that they were his companions, but the Indians
said they were not. They produced the traps of the three men,
which Williams examined and found not to be the traps of his
companions. Sometime in July [1814] we left that [un- readable
word/s] and started [unreadable word] the Arkansas four or five
hundred miles where we were compelled to leave our canoes
and loading, the water being too shallow to descend further;
from which place we returned home by land. Sometime in the
winter afterward, said Williams recived information that a party
was forming at St. Louis to go and steal his fur, to be piloted by

Page 78 of 88

St. Clair, a Frenchman in Wil- liams employ, who was present
when the fur was hid; in consequence of which Williams set out

with William Cooper and Joseph Cooper
to get it. They returned the summer following [summer of 1815],
an

iﬂformed me that they had got off the fur before said party got
there.

Braxton Cooper

March 15t 1813, onthe upper reaches of the Arkansas River, after wintering inan
Arapaho village, Ezekiel Williams made a canoe, “determined to descend that
river.” He trapped beaver while floating approximately four hundred miles
downstream. At that point, well pass Texas Creek, and beyond present-day

Pueblo, Colorado, he stopped because of low water. Around June 18, with the
“June rise” beginning, the river flow was enough for him to float his canoe laden
with beaver pelts. «

Ezekiel Williams, “Communication,” Missouri Gazette and Public Advertiser,
September 14, 1816, p. 2.

May 16, 1814, Ezekiel Williams sets out from Boons Lick, Missouri, to retrieve the
furs he cached atthe site ofthe Arapahovillage onthe upper reaches ofthe
ArkansasRiver.

July 1814, after meeting the Arapahos on the upper reaches of the Arkansas River,
Wil- liams, two companions, and the 17 or 18 “Frenchmen” call “Phillebert’s
company,”setoff down the river in their canoes [how many canoes is not known]
loaded with furs. Accord- ing to Braxton Cooper, “Sometime in July we left that
[unknown word] and set down the Arkansas four or [five] hundred miles where
we were compelled to leave our canoes and loading.” Their floatdowntheriver
would have taken them well past Texas Creek.

Braxton Cooper, Missouri Gazette and Public Advertiser, September 14,
1816, p. 2.



Alsosee: Frederic E. Voelker, “Ezekiel Williams of Boon’s Lick,” The Bulletin—
Missouri Historical Society 8 (October 1951), 17-51.

Unquestionably, besidesthe canoesthat carried William’s cargo of commercially
valuable furs, river drift boats were constructed that in 1876 could have easily
carried furs as well. One such boat, modified Whitehall rowboats, were built by
Thomas Bagley, amaster boat builder with his shop in Chicago.

Bagley built these boats that carried John Wesley Powell’s expeditions of 1869,
and 1871. The river flows of the Green and Colorado are much rougher and
dangerous than those of the Arkansas River between Browns Canyon and Royal
Gorge. Boats of thisdesign could easily navigate the Arkansas River.
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Mr. Charles,

| beg leave through the medium of your Gazette, to answer the erroneous
charges alleged against me by some unknown calumniator, published in the Western
Intelligencer. 1 am positively charged with the murder of Champlain, of which
together with every other fact alledged relative to the affair, I trust I shall be able to
disprove to the satisfaction of a just people.

In 1810, I went with the Fur Company up the Missouri, near the head of the
river, where | hunted two years; there I first became acquainted with Cham- plain.
In August 1819, a party started to go towards the south to hunt; there were in all
near twenty men, each man on his own footing, except two who were in
Champlain’s employ; myself and Champlain were of the company, Manuel Lisa
who was an agent of the Fur Company, commanded a fort on the Missouri, from
whence we started, promised to keep up the fort, and a good understanding with the
Indians, so that our returned should not be cut off. We journeyed south forty or fifty
days, struck a river I since found to be the Arkansas, where we hunted the first fall
unmolested. The next spring the Indians commenced robbing and harassing our
company in every quarter. Some time in June, we all assembled on the head of a
river, since known to be the Platte, where we held a council and
agreed to part. Eight or ten crossed the Rocky mountains about as many started south
ward along the mountain, Champlain and myself were with the latter party, we
proceeded until we crossed the Arkansas, where we were informed by Indians that the
fort on the Missouri was broke up, that Manual Lisa had fell out with the tribes near
there, and that they were killing each other as they could find them. We now thought it
impossible to return to the Missouri, we concluded to part again. Four of our company
determined to find the Spanish settlements, six remained; Champlain his two hired
men, two other Frenchmen and myself. We then set out to hunt in October, in a cove
in the mountain, taking care not to go more than a few miles apart. About the first day
of November, we found three of our men killed; there now remained Champlain, one
Porteau and myself. We then took protection amongst the Arapahow nation of
Indians; there we found the horses and equip- ment of our three men just killed. The
head chief advised us as the only means to save our lives was to stay with him, which
we did, and passed a wretched winter, filled with despair of ever being able to return
home. The Indians told us that said Manuel’s fort was broke up, and that if we
attempted to go back that way we would certainly be killed. Champlain, and Porteau
insisted that we should stay with the Indians until some white person came there who
would be able to give the necessary information respecting the Fur company, or of the
place where we were, and of the means of escaping from thence. | determined to find
white people
or some place of safety, or lose my life in the attempt. From the best information
the Arrapahows could give me the river that we were on lead into the country of a
nation, which from their description, | thought to be the Osage, and therefore
determined to descend that river; my comrades assisted me to make a canoe,
and on the first day of March, according to our reckoning, |1 was accompanied by my
two companions and a numerous hand of Indians to the water side, where | took a final
farewell of them. Champlain shook my hand and said farewell, the other turned his
back and wept. A few minutes before we parted, they told me they would start about
three days afterward, | have never seen them since. | promised to inform the people of
St. Louis of their situation, if I should reach there before them. They made me a
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similar promise. | traveled down the Arkansas about four hundred miles, trapping for
beaver the most of the way. | could proceed no further because of low water. About
the first of June the water raised and | started down until the last (nearly) of said
month. | was taken by the Kansas; they soon distrib- uted my little property between
themselves and bound me fast. Luckily | had but little except the skins I had caught
descending the Arkansas. | had hid all my furs before I left the Arrapahows, and never
expected to see it again — The Kansas kept me with them. A part of the Osage were in
that country, and heard the Kansas had a white man prisoner, and sent Messrs Danie
Lariason & Joseph Larivee with ten Osage to demand me from the Kansas, they would
not give me up to the Osages, but would keep me until they returned to their town and
send me home; after forty days we set off. | gave my gun to a mulatto man to be my
friend and to speak for me, the Indians returned me part of my furs, the balance was
since demanded by the Governor and surrendered. Four Indians and all mulattoe
brought me in, on the first day of September | arrived at Boons Lick. | was shortly
afterwards in St. Louis, where | seen Manuel Lisa, who told me all the above
difficulties they had with the Indians at the post were he was, that my comrades had
not got in, but were certainly killed if they went that road, of which they talked when
we parted. In the month of May following, | started from Boons Lick, to go and bring
in my fur from the Arapahoe, in company with Morris May, Braxton Cooper, and 18
Frenchmen, called Philleberts Company. When we arrived at the Arapahows, | called a
council of the chiefs in the presence of all the aforesaid men, two of whom Durocher
and La France served as interpreters, and asked “what had become of Champlain and
Porteau, whom I left in this village last year.” The chief said they had staid with them
three days after my departure, they went up the river hunting, saying they intended to
wait to see if some white men would come there, that they came back again to the
village after begin gone some time, and determined to wait no longer but try to get
back to the fort on the Missouri. That they bought two other horses, loaded on their
furs, &e, having then eleven horses and started towards the Missouri. That they were
seen on the road by two parties of their nation, and that Crow Indians told them they
seen two whitemen dead in their camp, which they believed were my companions. The
Arapahowe in the same council confessed that it was their nation that killed our three
men in the cove before we took protection among them. They also told us, “that three
white men had came from the south, wintered with them and went back the same way
with furs loaded on three mules and a jack, that they had left their traps. I insisted
these were my companions; they produced the traps but they were not the traps of our
company — | despaired now of ever finding them, hired Michael LaClair, one of the
Phil- leberts company, and with my two companions, Cooper and May, collected part
of my fur and started down the Arkansas. We travelled down it about five hundred

miles and could proceed no further on account of low water. There we hid the fur and
came on home foot, intending to return in the spring following and get it.

Sometime in the winter, | had information that my man La Clair had told of my
fur, and that a company were about to start to steal it, to be piloted by said La Clair. In
consequence of that information, I got two men to go with me, they were Joseph and
William Cooper. When | ar- rived at the little Osage village, | was told that La Clair and
the aforesaid company were then at the Cheniers, on their way. | pushed with all force
and got there first, and waited the coming of the plunderers but they did not appear.
When the water raised in the spring, we set off with my fur down the Arkansas, and
when I arrived at the settlement I met Messrs John and James Lemon’s, who told me
they were at the Cheniere village, when the party retruend, which went to seal the fur,
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and were told by said party that they (said party) were employed by certain men in St.
Louis, and that their orders were to kill me if we had got there first, and take the fur and
bring it in. That they were to have as many Indians to assist them as necessary, that they
had hired a large party, but had not told them the particulars of their business until they
had got within a few miles of the fur. When the indians were informed of it they
abruptly left them and went back home. Messrs Lemon’s asked the party the reasons
why they were directed to kill us, they told them that the fur belonged to a company in
St. Louis, that | had stole it, and if they killed us they would not be hurt for it. The
above is a true and succinct statement of facts, the most important and material parts of
which | am still able to prove by good men asany

in our country. | refer to my fellow citizens to all men of my acquaintance in Kentucky,
where | was raised, for my character and conduct from my cradle until | came to this
country. | beg leave to refer them to Mr. Reu- ben Lewis, brother of the late Governor
Lewis, and to Andrew Henry of the Mines, and to all others who recollect the facts
relative to the circum- stances of the company that went with me towards the south from
the fort on the Missouri. | refer them to the depositions of Braxton Cooper, and

to Morris May and Phillbert’s company relative to the facts stated in the council by the
Arrapahow chief, respecting Champlain and Porteau, and the other three men which
were killed. I refer them to Messrs John and James Lemon’s, respecting the facts stated,
in which their names are mentioned, and finally I refer it to the impartial unbiassed
opinion of all good men if | was the murderer of my friend Champlain? I profess
myself an honest man and good citizen, and I believe have been so reputed and taken,
until the aforesaid libelous and malicious charges have been propagated against me. |
demand justice of my countrymen. | call upon the base liar who published the aforesaid
slander to print his name out publicly. Let him no longer stab me from behind the scene.

Ezekiel Williams
Boons Lick, 7th Aug. 1816
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APPENDIX THREE
Qualifications

I am University Distinguished Professor in the Department of History at Kansas
State University, Manhattan, Kansas. | received my BA-ED, with honors in history, from
Wichita State University in 1976, and my MA in history from Wichita State University in
1978. I received my Ph.D. in history from the University of Colorado, Boulder, in May
1987. My dissertation, “Discord in the ‘Valley of Content’: Strife over Natural Resources
in a Changing Environment on the Arkansas River Valley of the High Plains,” received
the Phi Alpha Theta/Westerners International/Phi Alpha Theta award for the Best
Dissertation in Western U.S. History in October 1987.

From the fall of 1987 through summer of 1988, | worked as a professional
consultant for Front Range Research and Associates, a historical firm specializing in
Colorado water right issues. Beginning the fall of 1988, | took an assistant professor
position at Southwest Texas State University (renamed Texas State University in 2003) in
San Marcos, Texas. My teaching responsibilities included environmental history,
American history, and student teacher supervision.

In the fall of 1992, | began my professorship at Kansas State University in
Manhattan, Kansas where | have remained to the present. My teaching responsibilities
have included American history, environmental history, Kansas history, ethnohistory and
the history of the American West. | was promoted to associate professor in 1994 and to
full professor in 2007. | also serve as a faculty and board member in the Natural
Resources and Environmental Sciences Program. From 2012 to the present, | have served
as the managing editor of Kanas History: A Journal of the Central Plains, the historical

journal of record for the state. In the spring of 2018, the university conferred upon me the
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title University Distinguished Professor, the highest honor that the university bestows

upon a faculty member.

Publications
| have authored six books and over twenty refereed journal articles and book
chapters besides numerous other minor publications. A majority of my work has focused

historical water issues in the American West. Below is a list of my refereed publications.

Joseph McCoy and the Great Faro Game: An Environmental History of the Chisholm
Trail. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2018.

and John Charlton (photographer), Railroad Empire Across the Heartland:
Rephotographing Alexander Gardner’s Westward Journey. Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 2014.

Recipient of a Kansas Notable Book Award, September 2015.

Recipient of the Midwestern History Association’s prize, the Hamlin Garland Prize,
which recognizes the best popular book that increases public awareness of and
reflection upon the Midwest, October 2016.

Manhattan, 1854-2012. Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia Publishing, 2013.

The Grasslands of the United States: An Environmental History. Santa Barbara, CA:
ABC-CLIO, Inc., 2007.

A Sense of the American West: An Anthology of Environmental History. Albuquerque:
The University of New Mexico Press, 1998.

Watering the Valley: Development along the High Plains Arkansas River, 1870-1950.
Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1990.

Refereed Special Publications:
In August 2012, U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer invited me to write one of ten

essays that were to appear in the 2013 Presidential Inaugural Portfolio. The
theme of the portfolio was the 150" anniversary of notable events related to

Page 85 of 88



President Abraham Lincoln’s administration. Topics included the Bank Act, the
Transcontinental Railroad Act, the Homestead Act, the Emancipation
Proclamation, the Gettysburg Address, among others which included the one |
agreed to write titled “First Land Grant College.” I asked the senator’s office
staff if I could co-write it with Professor Lynn-Sherow given her expertise in
agricultural history. This was agreed to, and Professor Lynn-Sherow and |
complete the essay that highlighted the role of Kansas State Agricultural College
becoming first the operational land grant college under the provisions of the
Morrill Land Grant College Act. All of the essayists had to adhere to strict word
count limitations that made it possible to print each essay on a single sheet of
vellum along with an illustration also printed on vellum that accompanied each
essay. The essay was carefully vetted and reviewed by the Historian of the
United States Senate. The portfolio is gold leaf embossed and leather bound, and
was distributed to the two hundred select attendees at the Presidential Inaugural
Luncheon on January 21, 2013. Obviously, Professor Lynn-Sherow and | were
not invited to luncheon, but we were awarded tickets to the swearing in ceremony
in the seated section in front of the Capitol. We took advantage of this
opportunity. I consider Senator Schumer’s invitation and the portfolio essay to be
one the highest honors and privileges that | have ever received.

Refereed Book Chapters:

“Wes Jackson: Kansas Ecostar,” in John Brown to Bob Dole: Movers and Shakers in
Kansas History. Virgil Dean, editor (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas,
2006).

“Water on the Great Plains” a refereed, article-length critical essay for the Encyclopedia
of the Great Plains, edited by David Wishart (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 2004).

“The Decline of Agriculture in the Arkansas River Valley Was Predictable Due to the
Limitations of Irrigation,” in Water and the Environment since 1945: Global
Perspectives. Char Miller, editor. Vol. 7, History in Dispute (Manly Inc., 2001),
11-13.

"Water, Sun, and Cattle: The Chisholm Trail as an Ephermeral Ecosystem," in Fluid
Arguments: Five Centuries of Western Water Conflict. Char Miller, editor
(University of Arizona Press, 2001).

"Greens and Farmers: Environmentalism and Agriculture in the American West, 1945-
1990," in The Rural West Since World War Il. R. Douglas Hurt, editor
(Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1998).

Coauthor with Homer Socolofsky, "Kansas and Water: Survival in the Heartland" in

Politics in the Postwar American West . Richard Lowitt, editor (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1995).
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Refereed Journal Articles:
“Why Abilene, Kansas?”” Kansas History 40 (Summer 2017), 86-103.

“Kansans and Their Environments: 150 Years of Ambivalence,” Kansas History 34
(Spring 2011, 80-89.

“Storms on the Grasslands: Indian Peoples and the Colorado Gold Rush of 1859,"
Journal of the West 49 (Spring 2010), 15-22.

“‘The Follow Who Has the Loudest Mouth and the Best Shotgun Gets the Water’: Water
Regulation and the Montana State Engineer’s Office, 1889-1964,” Montana, The
Magazine of the West 54 (Spring 2004), 56-69.

"The Art of Water and the Art of Living: Review Essay," Kansas History 25 (Spring
2002): 52-71.

Coauthor with William S. Reeder, Jr., "A Richly Textured Community: Fort Riley,
Kansas, and American Indians, 1853-1911" Kansas History 21 (Spring 1998):2-
17.

"On the Rim of the Desert's Heart: Kansas and Water" Kansas History 19 (Spring
1996):2-5.

"Book Review Essay" Forest & Conservation History 38 (October 1994): 193-5.

"Agricultural Marketplace Reform: T.C. Henry and the Irrigation Crusade in Colorado,
1870-1914" Journal of the West 31 (October 1992): 51-8.

"The Latent Influence of Equity in Wyoming v. Colorado, (1922)" Great Plains Research
2 (February 1992): 7-26.

"Workings of the Geodialectic: High Plains Indians and Their Horses in the Region of the
Arkansas River Valley, 1800-1870" Environmental History Review 16 (Summer
1992): 61-84.

"The Contest for the 'Nile of America’: Kansas v. Colorado, (1907)" Great Plains
Quarterly 10 (Winter 1990): 48-61.

"The Chimerical Vision: Michael Creed Hinderlider and Progressive Engineering in
Colorado" Essays and Monographs in Colorado History (Essays Number 9,
1989): 37-59.

"Utopia, Reality, and Irrigation: The Plight of the Fort Lyon Canal Company in the
Arkansas River Valley" Western Historical Quarterly 20 (May 1989): 162-84.
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"Watering the Plains: An Early History of Denver's Highland Canal™ Colorado Heritage
(Issue 4, 1988): 2-13.

"Rural Town Origins in Southwest Reno County" Kansas History 3 (Summer 1980): 99-

111.

Online Journal Article:
“William Allen White and ‘What’s the Matter with Kansas?’ Once More,” Online
Journal of Rural Research & Policy (No. 2, 2006),

http://newprairiepress.org/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1001&context=0jrrp

Compensation
Professor Mark Squillace, and the Alexander Hood Law Office LLC for their

client, Roger Hill, contracted with me to serve as an expert witness. The terms of
the contact are a retainer fee of $1,000 and up to an additional $2,000 for all work
done at a rate of $75 an hour, for all costs including hotel, meals, parking, etc.,

and the use of my automobile at the current IRS mileage rate.

Prior Testimony

The law firm of Anderson & Berg, LLP hired me as an expert witness in water
history as it related to the case, LeRoy R. Elder, et al., vs Suburban Water, Inc.,

October 2015 through February 2016.
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